Science 9 Course Outline
Mrs. Thompson
The aim of the grade 9 science program is to develop scientific literacy.  Scientific literacy is a combination of the science-related attitudes, skills, and knowledge students need to develop.  These skills will allow students to become lifelong learners, and to maintain a sense of wonder about the world around them. To develop scientific literacy, students require diverse learning experiences that provide opportunities to explore, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, appreciate, and understand the interrelationships among science, technology, society, and the environment. (ACSC)

Course Content: The grade 9 science program consists of two units:
Unit#1: Space (6-8 weeks)


Unit #2: Reproduction (8-10 weeks)
a) Star vs. Planet




a) Cell Theory
b) The Solar System



b) Cell Growth and Reproduction
c) Effects of Planetary Motion


c) Cell Division
d) Rotation vs.  Revolution


d) Zygotes and Development
e) DNA

f) Cloning

Marking Scheme:
25% - Lab Work/Reports/Projects

30 % - Unit Tests (two to three per unit)

20 % - Quizzes (three to five per unit)

25% - Daily Assignments/Homework/Preparedness (having all materials required for class)

Term 1&2: 70%

Final Exam: 30%

BLMS Attendance Incentive – 
To reach Academic Incentive, a student must meet the following criteria:

1) Miss 5 or fewer classes in that particular subject (school activities exempted); AND

2) Be in good standing (not owing for assignments, projects, etc.)

The subject teacher will then apply one of the three following options to the student’s advantage:

1) 15% Final Exam, 85% Class Mark
2) 30% Final Exam, 70% Class Mark

3) 50% Final Exam, 50% Class Mark
Lab Reports – There will be practical labs requiring lab reports to be handed in.   If a lab is missed, it will be the responsibility of the student to come in at the assigned lunch hour to do the lab.  They will not be made up during class time.

Expectations – It is assumed that each student will do all assigned work to the best of their ability and come for extra help when necessary.  
-Students are responsible for ensuring they are adequately prepared for class, with all essential materials, and their homework complete. 
-Students are responsible for all work assigned, whether or not they were present when the work was given.  
-Due dates are to be respected.  If there is a problem regarding a due date, the student is expected to see the teacher about an extension prior to the due date.
-Students are also expected to be polite, respectful, prepared, and on time.

Extra help is available upon request.  
Please sign and return (Do not detach)
We have read and understand the grade 9 Science classroom guidelines and expectations for grade 9 Science students.

_______________________________                        ______________________________
Student’s name (please print clearly)


Parent’s/Guardian’s signature
