Poet Research Project/Presentation
Value: 20 marks

With a partner, you will research the life and works of a famous poet of the Elizabethan/Renaissance Period and introduce them to the rest of the class through a short presentation. For this assignment, you will be putting a slideshow together explaining the life and work of an approved poet. We will be spending two classes in the lab for your group to research your selected poet. You will then organize a PowerPoint presentation that includes at least the following slides:
1. Title Slide (1 slide)

2. Biography (2 slides)

3. A description of the era your poet lived in (2 slides)

4. Selected Works (at least 2 poems)

5. Works Cited (1 slide)

Biography:  These slides must give “basic” background information for your author including their family life, important dates in their life and their education.  Also, you should explain their beginnings in writing, and what successes (or failures) they had that led to them being famous. Also, find something interesting about them…dig up some dirt!
A Description of the Era. Try to imagine what life was like for your writer. Which writers influenced your writer? What events would have had greatest impact? Note fads and fashions, scientific advances, everyday life, etc. Include anything that you think could have influenced your poet.
Selected Works:  Each of these authors is known for their style, and how their writing style gave them a historical identity.  You need to create a slide, for each of the two poems you select, that points out how that selection is a prime example of their work.  Discuss their rhyming scheme, their tone, their word choice, the themes or concepts they use, etc. 

· Use images that will enhance the presentation.
· Remember to cite your information properly. Failing to do so is plagiarism.

· Marked based on the included rubric.
· You are responsible for passing in a hard copy of your slides. 

Possible Poets:

1. Christopher Marlowe

2. Sir Walter Raleigh

3. William Shakespeare

4. Sir Thomas Wyatt

5. Edmund Spenser

6. Sir Philip Sidney

7. Samuel Daniel

8. Thomas Lodge

9. John Skelton

10. Ben Johnson

11. George Chapman
Student: ________________________________

Poetry Research Presentation Rubric
	 
	Levels (Criteria)

	Categories
	Awesome
4
	Good
3
	Okay
2
	Not Quite
There Yet
1
	Points

	 

Organization
 
	Students present information in logical, interesting sequence which audience can follow.
	Students present information in logical sequence which audience can follow.
	Audience has difficulty following presentation because students jump around.
	Audience cannot understand presentation because there is no sequence of information.
	 

	 

Content
Knowledge
 
	Students demonstrate full knowledge (more than required) with explanations and elaboration.
	Students are at ease with content, but fail to elaborate.
	Students are uncomfortable with information and are able to answer only basic questions.
	Students do not have grasp of information; students cannot answer questions about subject.
	 

	 

Visuals
 
	Students used visuals to reinforce presentation.
	Visuals related to text and presentation.
	Students occasionally used visuals that supported presentation.
	Students used no visuals.
	 

	 

Mechanics
 
	Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors.
	Presentation was well constructed, had few errors.
	Presentation could have been proofread more carefully.
	Presentation appears to not have been proofread.
	 

	 

Delivery
 
	Students used clear voices and correct, precise pronunciation of terms.
	Students’ voices were clear and pronounced most words correctly.
	Students incorrectly pronounced terms. Audience members have difficulty hearing presentation.
	Students incorrectly pronounced terms, and spoke too quietly for audience to hear.
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