MLA essay topics for Macbeth
Shakespeare is terrific fodder for the most interesting research papers you can imagine. The Bard’s works are actually able to make research paper writing fun. Seriously! For me anyways (
Does that sound hard to believe? Then you just do not realize all the potential that a Shakespeare research paper has! Shakespeare is responsible for some of the greatest literature of our time. He is responsible for the most “comedic comedies” and the most “tragic tragedies”. He is responsible for making historical events supremely interesting.

In a Macbeth research paper alone, there are numerous, solid, and ultimately intriguing research paper ideas – you just have to think about what interests you best. Consider this: in Macbeth there are conspiracies, betrayals, homicidal plots, insanity, and a successful (somewhat!) murder. How could you not be interested in such things?!

That being said, here are some possible ideas you could use to craft an excellent Macbeth term paper...

· You could go with any one of the major or minor themes rampant throughout Macbeth. That includes themes such as: prophecies, heresy, temptation, and the ultimate weight of guilt.

· As for more in depth research paper ideas, what about discussing the supernatural aspects in the play? The most famous, supernatural based scene in “the Scottish play,” as it is known on the stage, involves the infamous three witches – double, double, toil, and trouble! There is also the scene wherein Lady Macbeth “hallucinates” immovable bloodstains on her fair hands.

· Macbeth is a very descriptive play. The language is extremely vibrant, though dark. It is full of decadent imagery. Other possible research paper ideas involve examining said imagery, specifically the violence inherent in the play. 

· Just about any Shakespeare research paper can involve a discussion on good versus evil, and Macbeth is no exception. Macbeth emerges a noble, honorable, honest, and brave man at the beginning of the play. Over the course, he transitions into a craven, cowardly, and treacherous shell of his former self. You could discuss that transition, specifically what you consider the turning points and catalysts that turn him from a noble man into a pitiful one.

· Shakespeare’s women are not slaves or subordinates to the men in the plays. They are complete characters in their own right; they influence other characters, and by so doing they influence the plot; they have dreams, ambitions, feelings, and desires; they are capa​ble of sin and guilt, as well as joy and love; they, like men, can become tragic figures. With specific reference to scenes and events in the play, discuss how much of this is true for Lady Macbeth.
· A reoccurring theme in Macbeth is masculine identity.  Research the roles of men and women during the Elizabethan/Jacobean periods and compare the information you collect to the characters of Lady Macbeth and Macbeth and the theme of masculine identity.

· A topic of your choice, to be approved by me.

These are just some of the topics around which you could craft a Macbeth research paper. When you are dealing with something that truly interests you, research paper writing becomes less an ordeal, and more of an opportunity. Some of the most interesting research papers imaginable revolve around Shakespeare’s legendary plays. Do not let an opportunity like this pass you by, simply because you think it is a drag.

Essay specifics:

· Introduction-Body Paragraphs-Conclusion

· In your introduction, include: a hook, and a thesis statement which dictates the layout of your paper.

· Body paragraphs-each paragraph supports one of the points you’re making.  Each paragraph needs a transitional phrase.  If you include a quote, make sure you set up your direct quote and then explain it after.  

· Conclusion-paraphrase your introduction & bring it to a close.

· Word limit: 1200-1500 words

· Include at least 3 short direct quotes and 1 direct block quotes

· Include at least 2 indirect citations

· Works cited page

· Follow the MLA specifications!

MLA Macbeth Scoring:
	Writing Style


	Total: ____/40

	Ideas & Information
	15


	Organization
	5



	Sentence Fluency & Transitions
	5


	Word Choice 
	5


	Voice & Appropriate Tone
	5


	Conventions
	5



	Formatting 


	Total: ____/20

	3 direct short quotes & citations
	3


	1 direct block quotes & citations
	1


	Paraphrasing in-text citations
	4


	3 sources (Macbeth + 2 others) included in essay
	3


	Header (consecutive pages)
	1


	Margins
	1


	Fonts, underlining, italics, etc.
	1


	Title page info.
	2



	Works Cited page
	4



OMG! I have to write an essay! What should I do first?
1. Narrow your topic.  

2. Print off websites/articles and find books with pertinent information on your topic. Avoid Wikipedia. 
3. Select all the relevant information on your topic and start to organize it into chunks.

4. Come up with an outline for your essay.

Introduction:  What is your essay about?  Give a brief roadmap.

Paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 … all information about your topic.

End:  Conclusion (wrapping up all the information.)
5. Begin writing your paper. Intro, (make sure you have a hook and thesis), body, conclusion.

6. Remember who your audience is—ME!  This will set the tone:  FORMAL.  No contractions or slang.  Write out numbers under 100.

7. Be clear on why you are writing your essay-it’s not a persuasive it’s an expository…you are explaining your topic, in detail, to me.  

8. Remember to use smooth transitions between your paragraphs so it all flows.

9. If you are writing a compare/contrast paper, make sure you do just that: compare the two things and state the differences!

10. Often you’ll need to go back, after you’ve written your essay, and revamp your introduction.  That’s a good thing…
11. Revise and revise and revise your work.

12. Add direct quotes after you have written your essay.

13. Don’t plagiarize. This will result in a 0%.

Due dates for formative and summative marks:
· All draft work is to be done on loose-leaf. No exceptions. This way, you will be able to work on it in class and keep it in your notebook. If you don’t have your materials with you to work on, be prepared to start over. 
· In addition to the formative marks outlined in the calendar below, you will receive a formative mark based on your use of class time; so use it! 
· We will most likely have mini-lessons on some of the class work days. That being said, I am still giving you a fair bit of time to work, however, you will need to work on this assignment at home too. 
· On the days where each section of the essay is due, you will be meeting with a peer for feedback. 
· We will try our best to stick to the calendar, but all dates are subject to change. 
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	Mar. 17TH 

Act V quiz
Text of the week #5


	18TH
Computer lab for research to find sources to support your essay topic.
	19TH 

Lesson on thesis and MLA formatting.
	20TH 
Computer lab for research to find sources to support your essay topic.
	21ST 

Formative mark:

Sources (2) and essay outline due.

	24TH 

Class work: introduction. 

	25TH 
Formative mark:

Introduction due

(be sure to have a hook and thesis)
	26TH 

Class work: body paragraphs
	27TH 

Class work: body paragraphs
	28TH 

Formative mark:

Body paragraphs due

	31ST 

Class work:
Conclusion 


	Apr. 1ST 

Formative mark: Conclusion due
	2ND 

Computer lab to type good copies

	3RD

Computer lab to type good copies


	4TH 

NO SCHOOL

(Parent-Teacher)

	7th 

Summative mark:

Final copy of essay due


	
	
	
	


SUMMATIVE MARK: FINAL COPY OF ESSAY IS DUE MONDAY APRIL 7TH
