Grade 12 Poetry Assignment
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· Pick a poet from the list below.  You will be responsible for gathering background information on your poet, such as:
· What was the time period like? 
· What was going on during the time period that influenced his writing?  
· What was going on in his life that may have influenced his writing?
· Find an imaginative way to convey the information about your poet and his life/poem to the class. The format of this presentation is up to you—choose to create a poster board, a song, a PowerPoint, etc.  (The important part is that you teach the class about the era, your poet, and the influences on his poem.  As you convey the information, your peers will be responsible for taking notes/learning from you!  Don’t worry--I will add information if need be.) 
· Next, you will need to read the poet’s poem aloud to the class.  Then, your job is to act as a facilitator in the analysis of the poem.  Use WTF & FRIDTM  as your guideline when getting the class to participate in the analysis.

· Finally, you will have to hand in a poem that you create yourself.  This poem can be any form you choose (traditional or polyrhythmic).  The one stipulation is that your poem must share the same theme as your chosen poet’s poem.  Include a written (1 page) report on how the two poems share the same theme.  

· Your presentation will be graded on two differing rubrics: your oral presentation skills & the information you have gathered.  
· Your presentation should be approx. 10-15 minutes in duration.

· You may work with a partner or alone.
· Tentative due date: Sept. 24th.
The Restoration Period

Thomas Gray     Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard

John Donne
       The Flea
Romantic Period

William Blake  The Chimney Sweeper (from both the Songs of Innocence and the Songs of Experience)
William Wordsworth     London, 1802

Samuel Taylor Coleridge     Christabel Pt. I
John Keats      Ode to a Nightingale
The Victorian Period

Robert Browning     My Last Duchess

Edgar Allan Poe     Lenore
Dante Gabriel Rossetti     The Blessed Damozel

