APA Essay Rubric

Student Name:  __________________                    

Topic:  ___________

	Category
	8-6
	6-4
	4-0
	

	Organization
	The introduction  states the thesis and previews the structure of the paper. 
Details are placed in a logical order. 
Details are presented effectively.

Headings are used to clearly show how the ideas are connected.  

The conclusion ties the essay together and reiterates the main points made.
	The introduction states the thesis, but does not adequately preview the structure of the paper.
Some details are not in logical or expected order and this distracts the reader. 

Some headings work well, but connections between other ideas are fuzzy.
A conclusion is present, but is lacking.
	There is no clear introduction of the thesis/structure of the paper.  
Many details are not in logical/expected order.  There is little sense that the writing is organized.

The transitions between ideas are unclear or non-existent.
Wait…was there a conclusion?
	

	Category 
	4 - Above Standards
	3 – Meets Standards
	2 – Approaching Standards
	1 – Below Standards
	

	Thesis Statement
	Thesis statement names the topic of the essay and outlines the main points to be discussed.
	Thesis statement names the topic of the essay.
	The thesis statement outlines some or all of the main points to be discussed but does not name the topic.
	The thesis statement does not name the topic AND only touches upon a few things that will be discussed. 
	

	In-Text Citations
	All sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and sited correctly.  
Included (2) block and (2)short quotes.
	All sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and most are cited correctly.  
Included (4) quotes (block and short)
	Most sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and are cited correctly.  (One long or short quote is missing.)
	Many sources are suspect (not credible) AND/OR not cited correctly.
Long and short quotes are missing.
	

	Grammar & Spelling
	Author makes 1-3 errors in grammar and spelling that distracts the reader from the content.
	Author makes 4-5 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Author makes 6-7 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Author makes more than 8 errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content.
	

	Evidence and Examples
	All of the evidence/information and examples are specific, relevant and explanations are given that show how each pieces of evidence supports the author’s position/thesis.
	Most of the evidence/information and examples are specific, relevant and explanations are given that show how each pieces of evidence supports the author’s position/thesis.
	At least 1 of the pieces of evidence /information and examples is relevant and has an explanation that shows how the piece of evidence supports the author’s position.
	Evidence/information and examples are NOT relevant AND/OR are not explained.
	

	Sources
	5 credible sources 
	4 credible sources 
	2 Missing sources.

Sources may not be considered credible.
	No sources.

Not credible sources.
	

	APA Format

	Correct format of:

running head& headers
margins

page numbers 

12 pt. font
Reference page 
Quotes and in-text paraphrasing citations

4-6 pages in length.
	Minor errors.

	Multiple errors.

	Incorrect format.
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