Grade 12 Poetry Assignment
[image: image1.wmf]
· Pick a poet from the list below.  You are responsible for gathering background information on your poet.

· What was the time period like? 
· What was going on during the time period that influenced his/her writing?  
· What was his/her life like?  
· What was going on in his/her life that may have influenced his/her writing?
· Analyze his/her poem.  Use WTF & FRIDTM as your guideline.

· Find another poem or song from our modern era that fits the same theme as your poem.  Your two poems must be handed in to me no later than__________________.
· Create a PowerPoint presentation about your poet and poems.  Your oral presentation will be graded on two differing rubrics: your oral presentation skills & the information you have gathered.  You will be responsible in leading the class in the historical information and in the analysis of your two poems.  (In other words, you will be teaching the class…and the others will be responsible for taking notes/learning from you!  Don’t worry--I will add information if need be.) Your presentation should be approx. 10-15 minutes.
· Hint: make sure you thoroughly research your topic…it will come in handy when you go to write an MLA formatted essay about the similarities between your two poems.  
· Timeframe:  Thursday, Friday and Monday (library-researching & PowerPoint-creating).  Tuesday & Wednesday will be spent working on presentations in class.  Thursday: presentations begin! All PowerPoints should be emailed to me prior to Thursday morning at 8am.  

· Tentative essay due date _______________________.
The Restoration Period

Thomas Gray     Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard

Andrew Marvell     To His Coy Mistress

Romantic Period

William Blake  The Lamb

William Wordsworth     London, 1802

Samuel Taylor Coleridge     Kubla Khan & Christabel 
George Gordon (Lord Byron)  When We Two Parted

John Keats     When I have Fears that I May Cease to Be  & Ode to a Nightingale   

The Victorian Period

Elizabeth Barrett Browning   Mother and Poet

Alfred, Lord Tennyson     The Lady of Shalott

Robert Browning     My Last Duchess

Matthew Arnold     Growing Old
Thomas Hardy        The Convergence of the Twain
Edgar Allan Poe     Lenore
Dante Gabriel Rossetti     The Blessed Damozel

Part II.  Essay

a)  You will be writing an MLA formatted essay on your two poems.  

b) Essay specifics:

-Subject: The prevalent theme found within both poems

-Compare and contrast style

-Formal tone

-400 to 500 words

-Include: 1 block quote & 1 short quote, proper MLA margins & a works cited page

-Due:  Feb. 21st.
*We will be reviewing tone, MLA, and compare and contrast style in class.

