Canadian Literature 12-0  
Unit I.  Aboriginal Roots/Residential Schools Assignment
You have read a short story about Cultural identity, read a poem by Rita Joe and watched several documentary videos pertaining to Residential Schools.  You now have background information to begin your assignment…

Your task : 

Part A.  (Everyone MUST complete this section.)
Reread Rita Joe’s poem “I Lost My Talk” and answer the following questions:

a.  What is the tone of the narrator?

b. What is the feeling or mood you get from the poem?

c. Why do people write poetry?  Why do you think Rita Joe decided to write this as a poem instead of as an essay or speech?  

d. What was the author’s purpose in writing this poem?

Part B.  Choose ONE of the following questions and write a reaction paper based on your observations, beliefs and ideas.  Use the familiar essay format for this writing assignment.  

a.  What do you think about the official apology given to First Nations survivors of residential schools by the Prime Minister in 2008?  Is Canada’s official apology enough… or is more retribution needed?  Back up your answer with evidence/ideas.
b. According to the Prime Minister’s 2008 apology, residential schools caused both short term and long term suffering.  What were the effects of these schools on First Nations people?  Do you agree with the Prime Minister?  Why or why not?

c. A residential school’s definition is as follows: (in Canada) a boarding school maintained by the Canadian government for Indian and Inuit children from sparsely populated settlements.  Elsipogtog school is NOT a residential school-but it is a federal school for First Nations in a rural area.  Since there is not much positive to come out of past residential schools, let’s look at modern day federal schools and see some positive aspects.  Use schools (like Elsipogtog) to demonstrate the positives these institutions have in society.
d. In general, the school systems run by the provincial governments have changed drastically over the last 100 years.  Take a look at curriculum coverage, the classes offered, the facilities and extra curricular activities available, inclusion of students in the classroom, and expectations in terms of behavior.  Has the school system improved with age, or declined?  Prove your point.
