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WTF & FRIDTM

Before I set you loose on analyzing a poem, there are a few things you can do which can help you to figure out what the poem is all about.  Trust me…try these strategies:

1. WTF…What the Freak is this poem all about?! 
· First of all, read the poem on your own.  Now…reread the poem.  Reread it again—but this time aloud.  (Pretend your cat is your audience).  Pay attention to the punctuation when reading it aloud—pause at the commas, etc.  It’ll help you get a better understanding to “hear” it. If you think that this sounds like a lot of work, it is.  But remember, nobody can “get” it all on the first try.  

· Now you’re going to try to figure out what is going on in this poem.  Pull out some strategies to help you make meaning; strap on your BACKPACK!  Use your background knowledge to help you figure out WTF is happening in the poem.  

· Don’t be afraid to jot down notes to help you summarize what’s happening.  (This is called “taking notation”…and it’s a Stepping Out strategy.)  

· Think about any questions that come up as you read and jot them down, too.  If you need help, there’s nothing wrong with researching other people’s ideas, or “phoning a friend” to ping pong ideas off of each other!  (Learn, share and take from the thoughts and opinions of others.) 

· Hints to make meaning: 

· Don’t forget to look at who the narrator/voice is and if they are speaking to someone.  

· Place the poem into a time period.  It’ll help to know what was happening during a certain era.

· Who is the poet?  What was he/she influenced by?

2. On your mark, get set… FRIDTM this poem!

Remember, consider: F (Form), R (Rhythm), I (Imagery), D(Diction), T(Theme or meaning), and M (Mood) when analyzing a poem. 

Form- This is where you get hints about the poem through its actual physical structure.  Pay attention to HOW it is written:

· Is it broken into stanzas?  If so, look at each stanza.  Figure out what is happening in each stanza.  Why would the poem be sectioned this way?  Is there a difference in setting?  Write your thoughts down on the poem page (notation style.)  This will help you better determine the poet’s purpose for each stanza and how it is effective.  
· Does it follow a set pattern? Is there a refrain?  If so, what’s being repeated to get your attention?

· Does it fit a specific type of poem?  For example, is it a sonnet?  If so, why were sonnets written?  The type of poem can give you hints!  Ex:  elegies were written to mourn a loved one’s death.

· Check out the poet’s use of grammar…this can hint to things as well…Are they using questions because they’re unsure?  Are they using sentence fragments to speed up parts of the poem, or to make it obscure?  Are they using commas so you’ll pause?  

· Is the poem written with uniform line lengths?  

Rhythm- Rhythm and rhyme is the way the poem sounds when read aloud.

· Pay attention to the stressed and unstressed syllables.  For example:

· Is the poem written in iambic, trochaic, etc.  What is the possible   line        scansion  (the number of feet in a line of poetry): monometer, dimeter, trimeter ?

· Are the lines uniform and follow a rhythm pattern?

· Is the poet trying to make it sound like a child-like sing-song?

· Does the poem have any harsh sounds that jarr the reader (cacophony), or does the writer use euphony-pleasant sounds?

· Is it polyrhythmic or bound verse?  If it’s bound verse, certain words are used so it rhymes…does this skew the possible word choices? Is there any forced rhyme?

Imagery- is figurative language

Poets use imagery to paint a picture in the reader’s mind.  Instead of saying that the girl looked tired, they might say “The lady was a wilted rose.”  With the example, we see a beautiful girl who is limp with exhaustion…

Examples of figurative language include: antithesis, apostrophe, hyperbole, irony, synecdoche, symbolism, conceits/extended metaphors, similes… 

Diction- means word choice and word use.  Authors use SPECIFIC words to convey their meanings because space is limited in a poem and they can’t be wordy.  Some ideas to consider:

· Are they using connotative or denotative meanings?  For example, denotation is the literal meaning of a word. Portly, corpulent and obese all denote overweight, but portly also connotes (what a word may also suggest) dignified. 

· Are there any unusual words?  Any colloquialisms, slang, or archaisms?  

Theme- is the underlying meaning or message the writer wants to get across to his/her readers.  It often is a statement about life.  

Mood- is the emotional atmo sphere surrounding, or permeating, the work.

· What is the overall feeling or tone of this poem?  How does the poet create this tone?
Medieval Lyrics
The medieval lyric was a short poem originally written for musical accompaniment, or written as if to be sung.  It was a personal poem with strong emotional feeling. 

The structure, typically, was characterized by a strong rhythm, a repeated stanza form, and a simple rhyme and refrain. Not only did the new lyric of the Middle Ages bring about rhyme and accent, but it also introduced new subject matter:  courtly love, nature, and life’s transitoriness.  
Medieval lyrics can be divided into two major kinds: religious (dealing with the Church) & secular (not dealing with the Church.)  More religious than secular lyrics survive from this time period-this is mainly because these poems tended to be written in the margins of manuscripts which were reproduced by monks.

The most common theme of the secular lyric is love. Lover's pleas, bitter recriminations, celebrations of the beauty of the beloved, and complaints over the fickle behavior of the beloved are the most common subject matter.

Here’s our first Middle English lyric example.  Don’t let the language scare you.  Remember, these guys had no set spelling.  
The first thing you must do is think about how you’re going to attack this poem…I want to see/hear lots of thinking going on! (Ahem…see WTF #1!)  Feel free to scribble all over this sheet; make it your own.

	Sing cucu nu, sing cucu nu!
	Footnotes:

~possibly the oldest example of an English round

~author is anonymous   c. 1260

Lhude-loudly

Med-blooms the meadow

Nu-now

Awe-ewe

Lhouth-lows

Sterteth-leaps

Verteth-breaks wind-farts

Swik-cease




Alrighty…now that you’ve read the poem, tell me what you think it’s about.  How did you come to this conclusion?  What strategies did you use to help you analyze the poem?  Based on your conclusions, what type of lyric poem could Sumer Is Icumen In be classified as?
	Sumer Is Icumen In

The Cuckoo Song

Summer has come in,

Loudly sing, Cuckoo!

The seed grows and the meadow blooms

And the wood springs anew,

Sing Cuckoo!

The ewe bleats after the lamb

The cow lows after the calf.

The bullock stirs, the stag farts,

Merrily sing, Cuckoo!

Cuckoo, cuckoo, well you sing, cuckoo;

Don’t you ever stop now,

Sing cuckoo now.  Sing, Cuckoo.

Sing  Cuckoo.  Sing cuckoo now!




1. Look at the form of this poem.  What can you tell me about it?

2. How does this poem fit the classification of a lyric?

3. What is its theme?  How do you know this?

4. What is the mood of the poem?

5. What is the refrain?

6. Find the internal rhyme in the Middle English version of the poem.

7. What is with the buck farting?!  Why did the poet choose this image/word choice?

8. The poet uses quite a few exclamation marks.  What’s the reason for this?

Let’s try this again.  

1.Read the following poem silently.  
2.Re-read it, looking at the form, word choice, etc.  
3.Start to jot down notes or questions.  Ex: Why are the stanzas divided into two lines?  
               4.Now find a partner.  Take turns reading it aloud to each other. 
               5.Bounce some ping pongs (errr…I mean ideas) off each other.  Use 
               WTF & FRIDTM to guide your discussion about this poem.
	I Syng of a Myden

I syng of a myden
  that is makeles*

Kyng of alle kynges
  to here sone che ches*

He cam also stylle*
  ther his moder was

As dew in Aprille, 
  that fallyt*on the gras.

He cam also sytlle
  to his moderes bowr

As dew in Aprille,
  that fallyt on the flour.

He cam also stylle
  there his moder lay

As dew in Aprille, 
  that fallyt on the spray.

Moder and mayden 
  was never non but che—

Wel may swych* a lady   Godes moder be.


	Footnotes:

~written c. 1450 by an anonymous poet

Makeles-matchless, peerless
Ches-chose

Also style-as quietly

Fallyt-falleth

Swych-such




	I Syng of a Myden

I sing of a maiden     that is matchless,

King of all kings         for her son she chose.

He came as still         where his mother was

As dew in April          that falls on the grass

He came as still          to his mother’s bower

As dew in April           that falls on the flower.

He came as still          where his mother lay

As dew in April           that falls on the spray.

Mother and maiden     there was never, ever one but she;

Well may such a lady   God’s mother be.



	 


1. What type of lyric is this?  How do you know this?  

2. What is the rhyme scheme?

3. What is this poem celebrating?  

4. What is the repetition in this poem?

5. What can you generally say about the mood, diction and form of this poem?

6. Is there any forced rhyme?  

7. Why is there a space in the middle of each line?

8. WTF is this poem about?

You know what to do by now…WTF and FRIDTM this poem.  Let’s talk about it together…

1. What is this poem about?

2. What type of lyric is it?

3. When do you think this poem was written?  Who is the poet alluding to that “bore hawks and led hounds”?
Okay…here’s the last lyric poem. (Try not to cry (.)  This time you’re on your own!  I’ve given you the modern English translation.  
Alysoun

Chorus:

A fair fortune I’ve been lent.

I know from heaven it was sent;

Fro other women my love has went,

And lights on Alysoun.

Between March and April

When branch starts to spring,

The little bird has her will

In her tune to sing.

I live in love longing,

For most beautiful of all things.

She may me bliss bring:

I am by her bound.

Of hue her hair is fair enough, 

Her brow brown, her eye black.

With light cheer she with me laughts,

With middle small and well made.

Unless she me will to her take, 

For to be her own mate,

Will to live I will forsake,

And doomed fall down.

At night I turn awake,

For this my cheeks wax wan;
Lady, all for your sake

Loonging has settled me on.

In the world there’s not so wise a man

That all her beauty tell can.

Her neck is whiter than the swan,

The fairest maid in town.

I am for longing all awake,

Weary as water in pool, 

Lest any steal from me my mate,

For whom I’ve yearned forever.

But better to suffer now sore

Than to mourn evermore.

Grandest under gown, 

Listen to my round.
~meant to be sung as a round

~c. 1310
1. WTF is this poem about?

2. Is this lyric secular or religious?  
3. What is the theme of this poem?  

4. Courtly love is one of the prevalent motifs in this poem.    Find examples of “pining” in the poem.

5. How many stanzas?  What is going on in each stanza?
6. What is the refrain?  When would the refrain be sung?  Why?
7. What’s the mood?

8. What is the rhyme scheme of stanza 3?

9. Who is the speaker/voice in the poem?

10. Which line speaks directly to the audience?  Why would the poet include this line?  What effect does this line have on the poem?
Courtly Love
	



There was strict rules of courtly love. The art of courtly love was practiced by members of the courts across Europe during the Middle Ages. The romance of courtly love practiced during the Middle Ages was often combined with the Code of Chivalry. The romance, rules and art of courtly love allowed knights and ladies to show their admiration regardless of their marital state. It was a common occurrence for a married lady to give a token to a knight of her choice to be worn during a Medieval tournament. There were rules which governed courtly love, but sometimes the parties, who started their relationship with such elements of courtly love, would become deeply involved. Many illicit court romances were fuelled by the practice and art of courtly love.
The Origins of Courtly Love
The origins of courtly love came from France around the 12th century and spread to other European countries. The art of courtly love was practiced in English courts from the 1300's to the 1500's.  During this period of time marriages were arranged and had little to do with love; a successful marriage was perceived as one that brought material advantages to the participants and their families. As love was clearly unrelated to marriage, the requirements for romance could be gained outside marriage - as long as the rules relating to chastity and fidelity were strictly adhered to.
The Rules of Courtly Love
1.  The characters involved must be of a higher social class--must be from the Court.

2.  There must be a certain amount of "ritual" associated with their relationship:


a.  the man must suffer, and it must show in the form of physical manifestations-i.e. lack of sleep, pallor, loss of appetite, etc.


b.  the woman must present herself as indifferent to his grief- at least in the beginning


c.  there must be a rival for the woman's affections


            d.  there must be an element of secrecy involved in their relationship-it may be caused by politics, other relationships, social differences, etc.


e.  there may not be any physical expression of love


 f.  it is unlikely the characters involved will marry (marriage was for political, monetary or social benefit)

3.  The love object was all the virtues personified- not a "real" person, but rather the embodiment of all the elements that make the “ideal” woman. 

Ubi Sunt Qui Ante Nos Fuerunt?


Where are they, who were before us, led hounds and bore hawks ...?�They bore themselves very loftily,�and in the twinkling of an eye, their souls were lost.








