Lord of the Flies


Chapter 1

1. Briefly summarize the chapter. 

2. An author must try to get the attention of his readers within the first chapter.    What does Golding use as his hook?

3. The author’s style includes figurative language, imagery, and realistic diction. Take a look at the following quotes and label them using the list below:
· Simile (comparison of two things using like or as)

· Metaphor (comparison of things not using like or as)

· Personification (giving human-like qualities to inanimate objects)

· Allusion (making a reference to some event or person from history/pop culture which most people would know about)

· Sensory details(images which appeal to one of the 5 senses)
· Realistic dialogue

· Foreshadowing (a hint of things to come)

· Irony (when the opposite of what is expected happens)

· Symbolism (something that represents something else by association, resemblance, or convention, especially a material object used to represent something invisible.)
a.  “They’re all dead…an’ this is an island.  Nobody don’t know we’re here.   Your dad don’t know, nobody don’t know---“
b.  The coral was scribbled in the sea as though a giant had bent down to reproduce the shape of the island in a flowing, chalk line but tired before he had finished.

c.  There, too, jutting into the lagoon, was the platform, with insect-like figures moving near it.

d.  Inside the floating cloak he was tall, thin and bony: and his hair was red beneath the black cap.  His face was crumpled and freckled, and ugly without silliness.  

4. The physical setting of the island is described in great detail.  Find examples from the text that show how it can be seen as a hospital and an inhospitable area.

5.  How do Piggy’s words and actions give the reader an insight into his character?  Describe him.

6.  Demonstrate how we, as a society, are programmed to “behave” as seen in this chapter.

7.  Detail the differences in Jack and Ralph’s mannerisms/personalities.

8.  Comment on how the children can be seen as both mature and childish at the same time.  Why would Golding make sure to portray both sides of the children’s personality?
9.  Comment on the way Jack and Ralph treat Piggy.  

10. Speculate on the psychological effects the children might have undergone from being evacuated and separated from family and familiar surroundings for an unknown period during the war.  

11. “Ralph danced out into the hot air of the beach and then returned as a fighter-plane, with wings swept back, and machine-gunned Piggy.”  What does Ralph’s action suggest about the world from which the children come?
12. Jack had the opportunity to kill a wild pig, but failed in his attempt.  “They knew very well why he hadn’t: it was because of the enormity of the knife descending and cutting into living flesh; because of the unbearable blood.”  The chapter then ends with Jack’s pledge that next time there would be no mercy.  “He looked round fiercely, daring them to contradict.”  Explain how the two quotes juxtapose his character traits.

Chapter 2
1.  Using the text as evidence, show how society on the island is already breaking into cliques.  In your opinion, why do you think this is happening?  Do all societies break into separate divisions?  What about our school society?
2.  What does the conch symbolize?  What do Piggy’s glasses symbolize?
3.  Find evidence from the text that demonstrates Piggy’s potential to be a good leader.  What keeps him back from a leadership role?

4.  Discuss the significance of this quote: “This is our island.  It’s a good island. Until the grown-ups come to fetch us we’ll have fun.”  Why was this quote restated three times in this chapter?
5.  Why do the young boys start to think and talk about the “snake-thing”?  What is your interpretation of the “beastie”?  Picture yourself walking through the jungle with many long creepers.  How do you think such an experience would affect you at the time?  How would it affect your dreams?
6. Look at the following quotes and label the figure of speech/literary device used by Golding:

a.  Ralph was annoyed, and for the moment, defeated.  He felt himself facing something ungraspable.

b.  …[T]he breeze was a river of sparks.
c.  The boys lay, panting like dogs.

d.  One patch [of fire] touched a tree trunk and scrambled up like a bright squirrel.

e.  [t]he fire laid hold on the forest and began to gnaw.

f.  The flames, as though they were a kind of wild life, crept as a jaguar creeps on its belly towards a line of birch-like saplings…

g.  A tree exploded in the fire like a bomb.

h.  Tall swathes of creepers rose for a moment into view, agonized, and went down again.

7.  How does Jack Merridew start to claim the leadership role for himself and his choir boys?

8.  Discuss the significance of the following quote:  “‘A fire! Make a fire!’ … All at once the crowd swayed towards the island and were gone--following Jack.  Even the tiny children went…”

9.  What do you think happened to the young, mottle-faced boy?  Why is he unaccounted for?
Chapter 3
Get into groups of 2 or 3 and discuss the chapter.  Your job is to look critically at what the author is writing and to find insights into the characters’ personality and their actions.  Use the framework below to focus your analysis.

1.  Recognize and quote 4 figures of speech from within the chapter.  Quote them and label them.  Later you will use these quotes to see if other groups can identify the literary devices used.

2. If your group had to present this chapter to the class, what 3 significant events/ideas/themes would you pull from the chapter?  (It can be about a character, a theme, an action, an event, etc.)
Ex:  Simon’s character

 -he is helpful … the only kid who helps Ralph to build shelters (everyone else is playing, swimming, etc.)

-he is approachable …the “littluns” seek him out to get food.

-he is concerned …he’s the only one who takes the time to really listen to the “littluns” real terror of the imaginary monster not because he wants to, but because it is the right thing to do—it needs to be done.

-he sees the truth in things simply: the shelters need to be built, Ralph needs to take charge, the island is beautiful.
-is described by Jack as being “strange.”

-appears to be one of the only ones acting properly.

3.  Much attention is given to Simon in this chapter.  The author describes him and gives hints as to his character traits.  We also follow him through the jungle into a secret hiding spot. From within this new place, Simon’s view of the island changes and he now sees the island’s poetic, surreal beauty.  Find descriptions from the novel that support this surreal/poetic atmosphere.  Why do you think Golding added so much detail into this secluded spot for Simon?  Why did the author choose Simon as the one character to have this special spot?
Chapters 4, 5 &6

"We should be teaching students how to think. Instead, we are teaching them what to think." Clement and Lochhead, 1980, Cognitive Process Instruction.
· I can tell you about every possible theme, motif, and figure of speech in this novel, but of what benefit will it be to you?  Will it do you any good after you leave high school? (Maybe, if you cover this novel in university; otherwise, no.) 
· I can give you higher order thinking questions about each chapter, and these questions will make you delve deeper into the text, but wouldn’t still be an example of having someone controlling what to focus on? 
· You need to learn how to analyze, synthesize and evaluate the text on your own.  How?  
· Think about the powerpoint on Critical Thinking/Higher Order Thinking Skills.  

· Remind yourself of all the self-monitoring/self-evaluating you did when we discussed “HOT” Button topics.  

· Use your HOTS wheels diagram to help you.
Your assignment:

· Think of interesting or important events/information/etc. in chapters 4, 5 & 6.

· Work on your own to come up with the phrasing for 2 Higher Order Thinking Skills questions for each of the three chapters assigned as homework.  (You will have a total of 6 questions.)

· Questions must fit the criteria of Analysis, Synthesis or Evaluation.  

· You must include the rationale as to why your question fits its classification.

· Answer your question in point form.

· Due: Tomorrow
Chapter 7

1.  Show how the mock pig-killing scene reveals Golding’s hypothesis of the inherent defect in man’s character.

2.  Jack desires to rival Ralph’s leadership, as can be seen during several of the scenes where he constantly mocks him or challenges his leadership, but he is not really a fit leader himself.  Discuss.

3.  How does Simon prove to be insightful and brave in this chapter?

4.  Many critics state that Simon can be compared to a Christ figure in this novel.  How so?

5.  A cliffhanger is a device in which a moment of suspense or tension ends an episode.  In a book, a cliffhanger is usually placed at the end of a chapter to encourage the reader to continue reading.  What is the cliffhanger at the end of chapter seven?

Chapter 8

1.  Get into groups of 4.  Read the passages in this chapter that deal with Simon speaking with the Lord of the Flies.  What the heck is happening???!!!

2.  All the boys know that there is now a beast on the island.  Only Simon knows where it is.  Figuratively, where is this beast?

3.  What was the Lord of the Flies?  Why was it given this title? What profound knowledge did Simon receive as he hallucinated in the presence of the head?  What did he realize was the true nature of the beast?  What premonition did he have about the future?

4.  The term “Lord of the Flies” is a translation of the Hebrew word Ba’alzebub (Beelzebub).  Where have you heard that name before?  What could this head symbolize?

5.  The flies that are feeding on the pig’s guts and head are acting upon instinct.  What can the flies be compared to in this novel?

6.  Explain how the killing of the sow is the turning point of civilization in the novel.

Chapter 9

1.  Explain how Jack’s tribe runs a type of hedonistic lifestyle (as seen in this chapter.)  

2.   Aside from Matthew Horseman thinking Simon’s death is an example of cannibalism, why was Ralph particularly frightened by Simon’s death?  

3.  A euphemism is the substitution of an agreeable expression for one that is offensive.  For example, the expression “pass away” is often substituted for “die.”  In Lord of the Flies, the word “dance” became a euphemism for what concept?  Why do you think this euphemism was used?

4.  It is ironic that Simon wants to tell the boys about the beast.  Why?

5.  Contrast Ralph and Jack as representatives of opposing political forces.

6.  Come up with one H.O.T.S. question of your own.
Chapter 10
1.  What is the significance of the title “The Shell and the Glasses”?

2.  Why do Ralph, Samneric, and Piggy lie about their part in Simon’s death, or use the darkness as an excuse? (pgs. 192-194)

3.  Why does Golding include the segment about Wilfred’s punishment in this chapter when we don’t even learn what he did to deserve it?

4.  How does Jack account for Simon’s death?

5.  Explain how island government equals survival of the fittest at this point in the novel.

Chapter 11

1. What did the breaking of the conch and Piggy’s death symbolize? 

2.  Discuss the significance of Piggy’s quotes from pages 221 & 222:

Which is better-to be a pack of painted niggers like you are, or to be sensible like Ralph is?
Which is better-to have rules and agree, or to hunt and kill?

Which is better-law and rescue, or hunting and breaking things up?

3.  Discuss Piggy’s death and the reaction of the boys to his demise.  (pgs. 222 & 223)
4.  On page 224, Roger “edged past the Chief, only just avoiding pushing him with his shoulder.”  What are the implications of his body language?  What could this foreshadow?

5.  Is there any comparison to be made between Piggy’s character and the pigs of the island?

Chapter 12

1.  Make your own H.O.T.S. question for this chapter.  State which type of question you are asking (analysis, synthesis, or evaluation) and the rationale behind what type of question it is.  Answer your own question.
