My Sister’s Keeper  by Jodi Picoult
Anna
pg.  7/7         

1.  Who is the protagonist?  What conflict does this character face?

2. “When I was little, the great mystery to me wasn’t how babies were made, but why.” Explain how this quote can be seen as a possible motif for the novel.

3. “See, unlike the rest of the free world, I didn’t get here by accident.  And if your parents have you for a reason, then that reason better exist.  Because once it’s gone, so are you.” (pg. 8/8)  What is Anna referring to in the aforementioned quote?  Is she justified in feeling this way?  Why or why not?

4. Picoult includes many examples of figurative language throughout the novel.  Find the quotes, interpret their meanings, and state which type of figurative language was being used:
a.  If Mr. Webster had decided to put the word freak in his dictionary, Anna Fitzgerald would be the best definition he could give. (pg.10/9)
b. Well, I never once believed that.  How could I, when we practically set a place for Death at the dinner table?  (pg. 10/10)

c. …[R]ight now she doesn’t have it, but it’s hibernating under her skin like a bear, until it decides to roar again.  (pg. 10/10)

d. Normal, in our house, is like a blanket too short for a bed-sometimes it covers you just fine, and other times it leaves you cold and shaking…  (pg. 12/11)

e. The room is a sea of dirty clothes and magazines…(pg. 16/14)

f. “We’ve all got our scripts down pat.  Kate plays the Martyr.  I’m the Lost Cause.  And you, you’re the Peacekeeper.”  (pg. 17/15)

5.  Anna is a self-professed unreliable narrator; she states, “you shouldn’t believe what you hear about me, least of all that which I tell myself.”  (Pg. 11/10).  What could the implications of this be for the novel?  Why do you think Anna warns you about this from the beginning?
6. Picoult uses an extended metaphor on page 12/11.  What is she comparing to a black hole?

7. Throughout this novel, the narrator often engages (or speaks to) the reader directly.  (You can see an example of this on page 8/8.) “Pawnshops may be full of junk, but they’re also a breeding ground for stories, if you ask me, not that you did.”  What is the purpose of these personal engagements between narrator and reader?

8. Compare Kate and Sara’s obsessions.  Why, in your opinion, are they so wrapped up in these obsessions?

9. Why is Anna suing her parents for the rights to her own body?  Is she aware of ALL the implications this lawsuit may have on her family?  Discuss.
Campbell
 Pg. 22/20

1.  This chapter sees a change in narrator.  Who is Campbell Alexander?  How could the change in narrator be beneficial to the reader?

2. “When you only have a hammer, everything looks like a nail.  (pg. 22/20)  Take this quote and apply it to Anna’s character.  How is she using the hammer?

3. Find the allusion on page 23/20.

4. “An heir and a spare…” (pg. 24/22)  State the importance of this quote and how it pertains to the Fitzgerald family.

5. Anna can’t afford to retain a lawyer with only $136.87, but Campbell takes the case anyway.  Is he a charitable man, or does he have ulterior motives?  Discuss.

6. What is Anna’s justification for filing a law suit?  Do you agree or disagree with her decision?  Justify your answer.

Sara 
1990  
Pg. 30/26

1. Not only did Picoult change narrators again, but she also goes back in time.  Why?
2. Find the example of a metaphor on page 41-42/35.  

3. What is the allusion on page 31/27?

4. Find the simile on page 33/28.  

5. State the significance of the following quote from page 36/31:  “There is a comfort to having Brian beside me, as if we are now a pair of sentries, a double line of defense.”  What figure of speech is this an example of?

6. What are the survival stats on APL?

7. How do Sara and Brian react to the news?  If you were Sara and Brian, how would you react?  What would your instincts tell you to do? 

8. “This is happening to us because I yelled at Jesse last week, yesterday, moments ago.  This is happening because I didn’t buy Kate the M&Ms she wanted at the grocery store.  This is happening because once, for a split second, I wondered what my life would have been like if I’d never had children.  This is happening because I did not realize how good I have it.”  (pg. 42-43/36)  Explain Sara’s rationale.

9. What is Sara’s promise at the end of the chapter?  Predict how far you think she’ll go in order to keep this promise.  How far would you go to protect someone you love?

Brian
pg. 44/37

1. “ It is the biggest mistake rookies make:  the assumption that fighting a fire means rushing in with a stream of water.  Sometimes, that makes it worse…a fire can’t burn forever.  Eventually, it consumes itself.”  (pg. 44-45/37)  Apply this quote to the promise Sara made at the end of last chapter.

2. Kate and Jesse hurl sarcasm at each other at the dinner table.  Find the example on page 46/38. Why would Picoult include this?
3. What is ironic about the t-shirt Kate wears to dinner?  Why can’t Sara appreciate the humor?

4. Back in chapter one Jesse and Anna have talked about their “stock” roles within their family.  On page 46/39, Brian also mentions the roles the children play within the family unit.  Do the two sets of roles match up?  Explain.
5. State the significance of the following quote found on page 48/40:  “This is when I realize that Anna has already left the table, and more importantly, that nobody realized.”
6. Find the extended metaphor on page48-49/ 41.  

7.  Anna’s real name is Andromeda…In the sky, she’s pictured with her arms outstretched and her hands chained. (pg. 51/43)  How can this quote be seen as:
a.  a metaphor?
b. an allusion?
8. How is it ironic that kidney failure will probably defeat Kate in the end?  
9. How can Kate be compared to a supernova (pg. 52/43)?

Tuesday Poem  
pg.  55/47

 Why would Picoult include this poem?  How is it symbolic? 

