My Sister’s Keeper (3) 

Sara 
1990-1991
118/99

1. On page 119/100, Sara is asked if she has any names picked out for her baby.  “It strikes me that I don’t.  Although I am nine months pregnant, although I have had plenty of time to dream, I have not really considered the specifics of this child.  I have thought of this daughter only in terms of what she will be able to do for the daughter I already have.” Justify Sara’s reasoning for this lack of excitement/interest in her expected baby.   

2. Relating to the aforementioned topic, juxtapose Sara’s emotional connection to her unborn baby to Brian’s.  Is he excited about the pending birth?  Is there a correspondence between their “pre- birth” emotional attachments with Anna and their “post birth” attachments?

3. Kate and Brian undergo scrutiny from the rest of the world for their “designer baby.”  What are their arguments against the naysayers?

4. Check out  Anna’s birth on page 124/104 and comment on Sara’s reaction:  
“‘Get it out,’ I tell him.  ‘Now.’…

I am thinking of saving, but it has nothing to do with the IRS.  The baby’s head slips through the seal of my skin.  The doctor’s hand holds her, slides that gorgeous cord free of her neck, delivers her shoulder by shoulder.  

I struggle to my elbows to watch what is going on below.  ‘The umbilical cord,’ I remind him.  ‘Be careful.’”

Julia 


129/107

1.  Who is Julia?  What is her prior connection to Campbell Alexander?

2. Discuss the significance of Julia’s quote on page 136/113:  “Either this girl loses her sister, I think or she’s going to lose herself.”  Why are your thoughts on this issue?

3. Why are Kate and Anna best friends?

Campbell

140/116

1.  Why did Picoult choose to use a flashback technique on page 145/120?

2. Why does Campbell need Judge?  Why is it ironic that Campbell never tells the truth about why he needs Judge?  
Anna


158/130

1.  Name that imagery/figurative language AND discuss the significance/context of the following quotes:

a.  They [photos] make me think of notches on a belt or scratches on a prison wall-proof that time’s passed, that we haven’t all just been swimming in limbo.  158/130

b. “‘Have you thought about the dragon guarding the cave?’”  162/133

c. “The nurses swarm out from their hive of a desk, trying to subdue a boy half their age and three times as strong, who at that very moment grabs the uppermost tier of a linen rack and pulls it forward, making a crash so loud it rings in my ears.” 164/136

d.  “What I remember about that day was the way the ground bit back when you sat on it-the first hint of winter.”  166/137

2.  Discuss the significance of the following quote from page 166/136:  “Before I got a good grip, my mother leaned close and whispered into my ear, ‘You know what to wish for.’  So I shut my eyes tight and thought hard of remission for Kate, even though I had been planning to ask for a personal CD player, and got a nasty satisfaction out of the fact that I did not win the tug-of-war.

3. How is the title fitting for this novel?

Brian
171/141

1.  What figure of speech is being used:  anecdote, personification, simile, metaphor, or allusion?
a. “The house looked like the mouth of a dragon.”  171/141

b. “…[W]e all piled out of the engine and stared for a moment, four Davids against a Goliath.”  171/141

c. “…I was stepping into my turnout gear…and shrugging into the turtle-shell of my coat.”  171/141

d. “She is small, with wild hair that makes me think of a forest fire.”  173/143

e. “Last winter we got an ambulance call in the dead of winter for a guy who lived up a rural road…I tell you this to show you that in spite of what you’d think, miracles happen.”  177/146

2.  Brian is quoted on page 172/142 as saying:  “The safety of the rescuer is of a higher priority than the safety of the victim.  Always.”  How is this statement ironic within the context of the novel?

3. Brian claims he is fighting fire on six sides.  What are these “fires”?

4.  Comment on Brian’s last quote on page 178/147:  “I became a firefighter because I wanted to save people.  Bu I should have been more specific.  I should have named names.”

