MLA Essay on Macbeth

First of all, if you have the opportunity to write a Macbeth research paper, your humble author envies you quite a lot. Shakespeare is terrific fodder for the most interesting research papers you can imagine. The Bard’s works are actually able to make research paper writing fun.

Does that sound hard to believe? Then you just do not realize all the potential that a Shakespeare research paper has! Shakespeare is responsible for some of the greatest literature of our time. He is responsible for the most “comedic comedies” and the most “tragic tragedies”. He is responsible for making historical events supremely interesting.

In a Macbeth research paper alone, there are numerous, solid, and ultimately intriguing research paper ideas – you just have to think about what interests you best. Consider this: in Macbeth there are conspiracies, betrayals, homicidal plots, insanity, and a successful (somewhat!) murder. How could you not be interested in such things?!
That being said, here are some possible ideas you could use to craft an excellent Macbeth term paper, beginning with an overall analysis of the play. For general, analytical research papers, you can choose just about anything as long as it applies to the subject at hand. You could go with any one of the major or minor themes rampant throughout Macbeth. That includes themes such as: prophecies, heresy, temptation, and the ultimate weight of guilt.

As for more in depth research paper ideas, what about discussing the supernatural aspects in the play? The most famous, supernatural based scene in “the Scottish play,” as it is known on the stage, involves the infamous three witches – double, double, toil, and trouble! There is also the scene wherein Lady Macbeth “hallucinates” immovable bloodstains on her fair hands.

As a matter of fact, you could also take a look into why it is such bad luck for directors, producers, actors, stage hands, et cetera, to refer to the play as “Macbeth” when they are putting on a stage production. It is said that to do so could bring about a curse, for one thing. That is why it is always referred to simply as “the Scottish play.”

Macbeth is a very descriptive play. The language is extremely vibrant, though dark. It is full of decadent imagery. Other possible research paper ideas involve examining said imagery, specifically the violence inherent in the play. 
Just about any Shakespeare research paper can involve a discussion on good versus evil, and Macbeth is no exception. Macbeth emerges a noble, honorable, honest, and brave man at the beginning of the play. Over the course, he transitions into a craven, cowardly, and treacherous shell of his former self. You could discuss that transition, specifically what you consider the turning points and catalysts that turn him from a noble man into a pitiful one.

And these are just some of the topics around which you could craft a Macbeth research paper. When you are dealing with something that truly interests you, research paper writing becomes less an ordeal, and more of an opportunity. Some of the most interesting research papers imaginable revolve around Shakespeare’s legendary plays. Do not let an opportunity like this pass you by, simply because you think it is a drag.

However, if you can’t think of a topic that interests you…choose one from below:

1.  Who is guiltier of Duncan’s murder-Macbeth or Lady Macbeth?

2. Do Macbeth and Lady Macbeth deserve their fate?

3. The account of Macbeth and Duncan differs significantly between Macbeth and its primary source, Holinshed’s Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland.  Compare the two accounts.

4. Discuss the curse of “The Scottish Play.”

5. There are many supernatural aspects in Macbeth, including the three weird sisters.  With reference to the play, and to the beliefs the Elizabethans had of witchcraft, explain why Shakespeare would have included these supernatural beings in his play.

6. With reference to the play, explain how Macbeth meets the requirements of a Social Order Tragedy. (Think Great Chain of Being!)  

7. The play Macbeth explains all the requirements of a “good” king (in the context of the time period.)  Discuss.

8. Shakespeare was influenced by Seneca’s Revenge Tragedy format.  Aristotle, however, was also another influence when it came to writing “good” tragedies.  Does Macbeth fit Aristotle’s rubric of a “good” tragedy? 

9. A reoccurring theme in Macbeth is masculine identity.  Research the roles of men and women during the Elizabethan/Jacobean periods and compare the information you collect to the characters of Lady Macbeth and Macbeth and the theme of masculine identity.

10. James I influenced Shakespeare’s writing of Macbeth.  How so?
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