Hamlet


Act II, Scene I Synopsis

Polonius dispatches his servant (Reynaldo) to Paris to deliver some money to Laertes (and also to gather information about his behavior.) 

Ophelia enters, upset and frightened, and tells Polonius about a disturbing visit she has just had from Hamlet. (He was disheveled looking and had a shocking demeanor.)

Polonius quickly concludes that rejected love has caused Hamlet to go mad; Hamlet is the typical courtly lover who’s been spurned by his life’s passion.  He is melancholy… Is he suffering from an imbalance of the humors?
Polonius decides to inform the King immediately.

Act II, Scene I Questions

1. Explain the mission given to Reynaldo.  What does this episode reveal about the character of Polonius?

2. How does Polonius explain Hamlet’s conduct?  

3. Why do you think Polonius is going to tell Claudius about Hamlet’s behavior?   Do you think he has an ulterior motive?

4. Critics disagree about Hamlet’s strange behavior in Ophelia’s room. Some say that he was “putting on an act” as he had promised at the end of Act I, and others suggest that his agitation was real.  With which of these interpretations do you agree?  Why?

Act II, Scene II  Synopsis

Claudius and Gertrude have invited Rosencrantz and Guildenstern (Hamlet’s old friends) to court to spy on Hamlet and find out why he is acting so peculiar.  Hamlet, however, realizes that they are on a spying mission. 

Polonius enters with the news of the two ambassadors who have returned from Norway and reports that the military threat from Fortinbras has been resolved.  

Polonius also tells Gertrude and Claudius that Hamlet’s apparent madness is unrequited love for Ophelia and he offers to arrange an “accidental” meeting between the two young lovers so that Claudius and he can spy on their conversation.

An acting troupe comes to the palace and Hamlet asks the lead actor to insert an extra few lines into the play The Murder of Gonzago.   This play is scheduled to be performed before the King the next night.  

In a soliloquy, Hamlet chastises himself strongly for procrastinating in regard to avenging his father’s murder.  No longer certain that the Ghost was sincere, he decides to test Claudius’ guilt by watching his reaction to a play in which old King Hamlet’s murder will be re-enacted.

Act II, Scene II Questions

1. The significance of this scene is that the main characters make plans to entrap each other and, in doing so, they reveal their true nature and intentions.  Show how this is in the case when:

 

Claudius attempts to entrap Hamlet

 

Hamlet attempts to entrap Claudius

Polonius attempts to entrap Hamlet

Hamlet attempts to entrap Polonius 

2. What does Hamlet accuse himself of in the first part of his soliloquy?  What excuse does he offer for his conduct?

Act II Context Questions

For each of the following speeches

a.  identify the speaker

b. give the context

c. show the dramatic importance

d. identify the figurative language (if applicable)

1. I doubt it is no other but the main;

His father’s death, and our o’erhasty marriage

2. Though this be madness, yet there is method in’t

3.  The play’s the thing 

Wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the king.

3. What would he do

Had he the motive and the cue for passion

That I have?

4.  By indirections, find directions out:

5.  …Brevity is the soul of wit/ And tediousness the limbs and outward flourishes,/ I will be brief.  Your noble son is mad:/ Mad call I it: for, to define true madness,/ What is’t, but to be nothing else but mad?

6. Demark’s a prison.


