Parody of “The Masque of the Red Death”

You thought this piece of literature was difficult to read…and your grievances inspired this assignment.

What you have to do:

1.  Rewrite the story so that the language is easier to understand –Rate it E for Everyone. (
2.  Keep the theme of the story the same: death is inevitable.  

3.  The tone of the original story is bleak and grave (serious).  Your story must have the same mood or tone, BUT this is where it changes!  Your story must be written as a parody of the original version.  Parody:  a literary or artistic work that imitates the characteristic style of an author or a work for comic effect or ridicule. (Think of spoof horror films, or Tyler’s “Homework Nevermore” poem.)   Ultimately, you are making fun of the gothic horror genre.
4. Although the theme and tone have to remain the same, you may take the liberty of changing some of the plotline, and adding to the character development.  

5. Due: tomorrow

Students will be sharing their stories in a Reader’s Theatre manner.

Example of a parody:
A parody of The Three Little Pigs, The True Story of the Three Little Pigs is a children's book by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith. Released in a number of editions since its first release in 1989, it is the story of The Three Little Pigs as told by the Big Bad Wolf, known in the book as "A. Wolf," short for "Alexander T. Wolf."

The book, as indicated at the beginning, basically tries to show that the Wolf from The Three Little Pigs does not necessarily have to be "Big" and "Bad". The wolf justifies his journeys to the little pigs' houses as needing to ask for some sugar to bake a cake for his dear Granny's birthday, his "huffing and puffing" as him having a cold and "sneeze[ing] a great sneeze", and his eating of the pigs as not letting good meat go to waste, since the pigs die in the sneeze anyway. At the very end of the book, it is revealed that the wolf has been telling the whole story from prison telling the reader that "he's been framed".
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