A Rose For Emily  KWL Background

The American Civil War (1860–65) was fought because of a campaign to put an end to the practice of using Africans slaves for forced labor in the Southern states. (Although this was by no means the only reason!)

It was also known as the War Between the States.  This was a war fought between states… and even between families!  

The North (Yankees) supported the emancipation of slaves and the south (Confederates) supported slavery.  There were nineteen free (nonslave) states and fifteen slave states. 

Abraham Lincoln (1809–1865) served as the U.S. president during the war, and eventually he freed the slaves. 

Also see:  Jim Crow Laws

Carpetbaggers ( a term of derision) were white business people from the North who moved to the South during Reconstruction, 1867-1877. Many Carpetbaggers were former abolitionists who wished to continue the struggle for equality, while others Carpetbaggers saw the reconstruction of the South as a political or economic opportunity. The name referred to the cloth bags many of them used for transporting their possessions, but today is applied to any recently arrived opportunist.

In sum, Carpetbaggers were seen as insidious northern newcomer outsiders with questionable objectives meddling in local politics, buying up plantations at fire sale prices, taking advantage of poor southerners and pushing their alien northern ways on southern politics. 
A Rose for Emily Questions

Gothic fiction is a literary term for a genre whose prevailing mood is terror or suspense, whose setting is an isolated castle or monastery, and whose characters include a hero beset by mysterious or threatening forces. 
Southern Gothic (a sub-genre of Gothic fiction) portrays deeply flawed characters, decayed, claustrophobic settings, or sinister events, often linking them to racism, poverty, or violence. The grotesque characters or situations can sometimes be hard to take.  However, carefully applied, they allow talented writers to exaggerate their material without betraying it. The grotesque can also comment on unpleasant aspects of society without appearing overly preachy.

1.  Genre:  How does A Rose for Emily fit the genre of a Southern Gothic short story?

2.  Plot:  Make a timeline of Miss Emily’s life/reconstruct the sequence of major events from the story.  Why do you think Faulkner chose to tell the story out of sequence?  What effect did it have on you as a reader?
3.  Point of View:  From what point of view is this story being told from?  Who is the narrator?  Does this type of narrator bring any biases/prejudices to the story?

4.  Character: Who is the protagonist?  Who/what is the antagonist?  Support your answer!

5.  Plot:  What conflict(s) does the main character face?  Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

6.  Plot:  How does the author create suspense in this story?  Give 2 examples of suspense from the text and classify the devise(s) used:  foreshadowing, mystery, placing the hero(ine) in a perilous situation, or the sense of impending doom.

7.  Plot:  What is the climax of the story?  Support your answer!

8.  Character:  Explain how Miss Emily could be seen as a developing character.
9.  Character:  Find examples of the following types of characters and list their trait(s): 

a.  flat 

b.  static

c.  stock

10. Setting:  What is the setting of this story?  Is it believable?  
11.Style: How much information does Faulkner assume his readers already know in order to understand this story?

12. Setting: How does Faulkner make the atmosphere of Miss Emily’s house realistic? Quote an example from the text.

13. Character:  Does the narrator use direct or indirect characterization to portray Miss Emily’s character?  Discuss.  Give 2 examples of direct or indirect characterization.

14. Tone: Are there any examples of irony in this story?  If so, explain the context and the type of irony used. 

15. Theme: What is one possible theme for this story?

16. Setting:  What is the impact, both conscious and unconscious, of the chosen setting?
17. William Faulkner explained the reason for his choice of the title as: “[The title] was an allegorical title; the meaning was, here was a woman who had had a tragedy, an irrevocable tragedy and nothing could be done about it, and I pitied her and this was a salute ... to a woman you would hand a rose.” Can you explain what he meant by this?
18. In the beginning, Miss Emily receives a deputation from the Board of Alderman.  We already know her attitude toward taxes before this.  If this anecdote does not advance the plot or offer a clue to the eventual story of Emily and her lover, what function does it serve in the story?
19. In paragraphs 1 and 2, the author speaks of buildings and structures, describing Miss Emily as a fallen monument.  If Miss Emily is a fallen monument, to what is she a monument?

20. How does the storyteller ensure that we are not surprised when Homer Barron disappears?

21. What is symbolic about Miss Emily’s hair?

22. Discuss the way(s) in which Faulkner uses Miss Emily’s house as a metaphor to her character.
23. Are there any clichés from the old South that are apparent in this story?  If so, what are they?

