A Jury of Her Peers by Susan Glaspell
Tell me what you know …  

Apply the following terms to the short story.  Do NOT give cheap answers!

1.  Setting

Ex: The play is written in the early 1900's in an agricultural community in America.  Probably mid-west, but no specifications were made.  This setting is important since Minnie was isolated and alone in her misery.  Had she not been, things may have turned out differently for her and her husband.

The author, Glaspell, wrote the play after seeing an article in the newspaper about an abused woman who killed her husband.  Apparently, like Minnie, the woman in the article had reached a breaking point and took matters into her own hands.

Keep in mind that this is a time period where divorce and separation were just not done, so the woman had either to suffer through it, die, or kill her abuser.  The point of this play is to bring about the realization that just because there were fewer divorces or cases of domestic abuse reported in the early 1900's doesn't mean they were all blissfully happy.

2.  Atmosphere

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Suspense

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Conflict

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Character type of Lewis Hale, Henry Peters,  and Minnie Wright

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Find an example of direct or indirect characterization and explain it.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.   Point of view

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  Tone of the author

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Theme

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Symbolism

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. The significance of the title
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.  Irony

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12.  We have just looked at two differing texts on the same plot line.  How do contextual factors influence how the text is interpreted?  Which one did you prefer as a reader?  Why?  
Which type of text made you work harder as a reader?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

