Act II, Sc i  Synopsis
Banquo and his son, Fleance, are guests at Macbeth’s castle.  

Macbeth and Banquo discuss the witches’ prophesies. 

Banquo vows to keep his conscience clear. 

Macbeth “sees” a dagger before him and goes to kill King Duncan.

Questions:

1. What is keeping Banquo from a sound sleep?  What does he do about it?

2. Compare the two characters of Macbeth and Banquo.

3. What are the dramatic purposes of the dagger soliloquy?

Act II, Sc ii Synopsis

Lady Macbeth waits for her husband to come back from killing King Duncan. 

Macbeth returns (upset) with the bloody daggers; Lady Macbeth takes them and places them next to Duncan’s drugged grooms.  She also smears their faces with blood.

She hears knocking at the gate and tells the distraught Macbeth to wash his hands and put on his pajamas (to give them the alibi of being asleep.)

Macbeth regrets his murderous actions and wishes the knocking at the gate could wake Duncan…too bad (
Questions:

1. Describe Macbeth’s mental state after he killed Duncan.

2. “My hands are of your color; but I shame

To wear a heart so white.”

Who said this?  To whom?

What does this mean?

3. Why do you think the murder of Duncan took place off stage?  

4. Once more, Macbeth’s dependence on his wife is stressed.  Discuss.

5. State the literary devices being used in the following lines:

a. “It was the owl that shrieked, the fatal bellman…” (3)

b. “Macbeth shall sleep no more!” (43)

c. “Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood / Clean from my hands?” (60-61)

Act II , Scene iii  Synopsis

A porter (Shakespeare’s clown) answers the knocking at the door.

Lennox and Macduff (noblemen) are there to wake Duncan. 

Macduff discovers Duncan’s murdered body and a hurly-burly of events take place:  the alarm bell is rung; Macbeth kills the grooms (he tells people he found them guilty and flew into a rage); Lady Macbeth faints, etc.

Duncan’s sons (Malcolm and Donalbain) are suspicious and scared; each one runs off in a different direction-Malcolm to England and Donalbain to Ireland.

Questions:

1. The porter (clown) was purposely written into this scene for what purpose?

2. Whose gate does the porter pretend to be tending?  Who enters through this gate?

3. Discuss the disturbances of the night which Lennox describes with reference to the Order of the Universe (from your Great Chain of Being notes).

4. Do you think Lady Macbeth really faints, or is she feigning?

5. Check the reactions of Lennox, Banquo, Macduff, Malcolm and Donalbain.  Are they suspicious of the Macbeths?  What could/would make them suspicious?

6. Name the literary device used in the following lines:

a. “I believe drink gave thee the lie last night.” (32)

b. “I know this is a joyful trouble to you.” (45)

Act II, Sc iv  Synopsis

Macbeth seems safe!

It has been decided that since Duncan’s two sons have fled, they were responsible for hiring the two guards to kill their father.

Macbeth is to be crowned king at Scone.

Macduff will not be going to the coronation; he is suspicious.  Bad move, Macduff!

Questions:

1. Ross and an old gentleman speak about the freak happenings.  Once again, the order of the universe has been disturbed because of a monarch’s death.   State two things which happened that was out-of-the-ordinary.

2. The scene ends with what literary device?

3. Macbeth has achieved his desire!  However, the idea was given to him through the evil witches.  What evilness did he have to commit in order to obtain his ambition?  Can anything good from his evil actions?

4. Why does Macduff go to Fife?  What does this action represent?  What could happen because of this?

