The Client


Chapter 17 & 18
1. What is ironic about Foltrigg's choice of a juvenile hearing for Mark's testimony?

2. Jack Nance and Gronke are both in Memphis.  Why are they there? 

3.  Why does Reggie usually take her clients home to meet Momma Love? 
4. Based on the questions Momma Love asks Mark, the way she speaks to him, and the demeanor with which she approaches him, what can you tell about her character?
5. In relation to Momma Love, why do you think Grisham would bother to add another character to this novel, especially one who has a chapter devoted to her?
Chapter 19 & 20
1.  Many more insights into Foltrigg’s character are given in this chapter.  What was he like:

a.  at home?
b.  at work?  
c. at school?

2. On page 263, Reggie expresses her thoughts in the following quote: “Children make lousy clients.  The lawyer becomes much more than a lawyer.”  What is she referring to?  In your opinion, do all lawyers face the same conflict?  Defend your reasoning.
3. Explain how Reggie is caught between her heart and her morals when it comes to giving Mark legal advice.  If you were Mark’s lawyer, what advice would you give to your client?

4. Discuss the significance of the following quote on page 266:  “There must be a million kids in Memphis, and he would never understand how and why he was selected to meet Jerome Clifford just seconds before he put the gun in his mouth.  Smoking.  That was the answer.  Hazardous to your health…He was being punished by God for smoking and harming his body…” What type of figurative language is this an example of?

5. How does the author end chapter 19?

6. What messages have the mob sent to Mark so far?  How would you react to these messages?
7. Who is Harry Roosevelt and what did it mean to be one of “Harry’s Kids?”  Through the direct and indirect characterization given in the novel, surmise whether he will help or hinder Mark’s safety.  Defend your reasoning.
8. What does it mean when Harry Roosevelt states (on page 285): “I want the kid taken directly to the Juvenile Wing and placed in a cell all by himself.  He’ll be scared to death, and I want him handled with velvet gloves.”
