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1.  Discuss the significance of this quote:  “‘When you care more if someone else lives than you do about yourself…is that what love’s like?’  

It is hard, all of a sudden, to pull an answer through the tunnel of my throat.  ‘Exactly.’”  (pg. 372/310)

2. Describe Taylor.  What did he bring to Kate’s life?  Why would Picoult include his character, ever so briefly, in this novel?

3. “…I realize that this is why I followed them.  I knew this was what I would find, and like Brian, I wanted one more picture of my daughter…Taylor lifts up the edges of her blue hygienic mask and I know I should stop him, I know I have to, but I don’t. This much I want her to have.”  (pg. 383/320)

Jesse

388/323

1.  Why would Jesse say he’s going to be reincarnated as carrion?

Brian

392/327

1.  “How does someone go from thinking that if he cannot rescue, he must destroy? … Maybe…Jesse isn’t all that different from me, choosing fire as his medium, needing to know that he could command at least one uncontrollable thing.” (pg. 397/331)  What coping mechanisms do people use when they feel at a loss for control?

