Hamlet


Act V, Scene I Synopsis

Two gravediggers (played by clowns) are preparing Ophelia’s grave.  As they pass the time joking about their work, Hamlet and Horatio approach and join in their conversation.  
Ophelia’s funeral procession approaches and Hamlet learns that the grave is actually being prepared for Ophelia. 
 Laertes and Hamlet get into a fight. 
 As the scene ends, Claudius reminds Laertes of their plan to murder Hamlet.
Questions:

1. What is the dramatic purpose of the clowns?  Why is this part of the scene, before the entrance of the funeral procession, written in prose?

2. What disturbs Hamlet about the skulls tossed up by the grave digger?  Where has he shown a similar morbid preoccupation with death earlier in the play?

3. Explain Hamlet’s reaction to Laertes’ outburst of grief.  

4. Name that figure of speech  (stichomythia, allusion, metaphor, pun):

a.  Dost thou think Alexander looked o’ this fashion i’ the earth? (192)

b. Imperious Caesar, dead, and turn’d to clay, (207)

c. You lie out on’t, sir and therefore ‘tis not yours:  for my part, I do not lie in’t, and yet is is mine.

Thou dost lie in’t, and say it is thine:  ‘tis for the dead, not for the uick; therefore thou liest.  (120-123)

Act V, Scene II Synopsis

Hamlet tells Horatio what took place on board the ship and what is in store for Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.

Osric, a courtier, comes to tell Hamlet that Claudius has proposed a duel between Hamlet and Laertes.  Hamlet agrees to the duel even though he confesses that he has a sense of foreboding. 

What a bloody mess! 
As the play ends, peace is restored to Denmark…but not in the way you suspected!
Question:

1. Do you think Guildenstern and Rosencrantz deserved to be put to death? Why or why not?  What was Hamlet’s reasoning for their execution?  Do you think Hamlet was seeking revenge or justice?  Explain your reasoning.
2. How does Shakespeare use Osric’s character to satirize the behavior of the upper class during the Elizabethan times?

3. What premonition of disaster does Hamlet have before the duel?  What is his attitude towards death at this time? 

4. Is Hamlet sincere in his apology to Laertes?  Justify your answer.

5. Summarize the main events of the duel (showing clearly how the king’s scheme failed.)
6. In your opinion, did Hamlet finally kill his uncle because of what Claudius had done to Hamlet’s father, or because of an impulsive reaction to the king’s treachery in the duel?

7. Why is the duel the main climax of the play?

8. Tragedy is said to produce feelings of pity and fear in a reader, together with a profound sense of sadness because of the impression of the unnecessary waste.  Using your own reaction to Hamlet as a basis, agree or disagree with this statement.

9. Even after overwhelming tragedy a normal order must reassert itself. How is the suggested at the end of Hamlet?

10. Just before Hamlet dies, he says to Horatio:

If thou didst ever hold me in thy heart,/ Absent thee from felicity a while,/ And in this harsh world draw thy breath in pain,/ To tell my story.

In approximately 200 words, write a letter from Horatio to Hamlet’s friends in Wittenberg, with the aim of helping them understand the shocking news of their friend’s death.

Group work:

Find the definition of the following terms as applied to drama and illustrate each by an example from the play:

Dramatic irony

Nemesis

Suspense

Pathos
Clown/comic relief

Prose

Pun

Tautology

Irony

Allusion

Lament

Group work:

Find the definition of the following terms as applied to drama and illustrate each with an example from the play:

Dramatic irony- what the speaker means and what the audience knows (kind words and underlying threats btwn Hamlet & Claudius
Nemesis- when an action backfires on a character-Claudius and the wine/Polonius and spying/Laertes and the poisoned sword

Suspense-unexpected certainty of the outcome of the plot
Pathos-incident which arouses pity, sadness in the audience (Ophelia’s death)
Climax-turning point of the action (Hamlet decides to kill Claudius & then he does it!)
Crisis-the point where the protagonist will either improve or deteriorate (Hamlet must avenge his father’s death & it will call for murder.) 
