MLA essay topics for Macbeth
The account of Macbeth and Duncan differs significantly between Macbeth and its primary source, Holinshed’s Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland.  Compare the two accounts.

Discuss the curse of “The Scottish Play.”

There are many supernatural aspects in Macbeth, including the three weird sisters.  With reference to the play, and to the beliefs the Elizabethans had of witchcraft, explain why Shakespeare would have included these supernatural beings in his play.

With reference to the play, explain how Macbeth meets the requirements of a Social Order Tragedy. (Think Great Chain of Being!)  

The play Macbeth explains all the requirements of a “good” king (in the context of the time period.)  Discuss.

Shakespeare was influenced by Seneca’s Revenge Tragedy format.  Aristotle, however, was also another influence when it came to writing “good” tragedies.  Does Macbeth fit Aristotle’s rubric of a “good” tragedy? 
A reoccurring theme in Macbeth is masculine identity.  Research the roles of men and women during the Elizabethan/Jacobean periods and compare the information you collect to the characters of Lady Macbeth and Macbeth and the theme of masculine identity.

James I influenced Shakespeare’s writing of Macbeth.  How so?
A topic of your choice, to be approved by me.

