1. Is there enough evidence to support the idea Ophelia committed suicide? Defend your reasoning.

2. Discuss how effective Fortinbras and Laertes are as foils to Hamlet.

3. Why is it ironic that Hamlet chose to leave Claudius at his prayers, rather than killing him?

4.  Discuss the role of the supernatural in the play. 

5.  The issue of suicide runs as a motif throughout the play. Discuss.

6. The issue of misogyny is brought forth in this play.  Discuss how and why.

7. Hamlet has two roles in this play:  the hero and the villain.  Discuss.

8. Was Hamlet insane, or was he feigning?

9. Claudius is guilty of many of the seven deadly sins (lust, greed, gluttony, sloth, wrath, envy and hubris).  Discuss.

10. Illustrate how Hamlet could be considered a morality play. 

11. Demonstrate how madness acts as a motif in this play.

      12. What test does Hamlet devise to assess whether the ghost is telling the truth?
      13.  Does Claudius show himself to be an able king? Discuss two examples that prove

             your point.

14. Neither Queen Gertrude nor Ophelia are primary characters in the play. Discuss.

15. State how Claudius and Laertes make a fool-proof plan to kill Hamlet.  Discuss the effectiveness of their plan.
16. Why was it important Horatio survive? 

17. Without the direct intervention by the Ghost, would Claudius have succeeded in

               his role as king? 

      18.   Discuss. What purpose do the gravediggers serve in the play?

      19.  “To thine own self be true.” Explain the quote, then discuss why it may seem 

              ironic (in the sense that Polonius said it).

      20.  Why was Ophelia’s funeral “cut short” and devoid of certain rituals?

