Hamlet


Act I, Scene I Synopsis

The watch guards are on duty and they see an apparition (which has shown itself to them before.)  It looks to be the late King of Denmark, but he refuses to speak

The ghost is wearing armor, (the same armor worn by King Hamlet when he defeated King Fortinbras (the King of Norway.)  Is this foreshadowing, or what?!
The watchmen decide that they must tell young Hamlet of the ghost’s appearance

Act I, Scene I

1.  Name two things from this scene that lead to an atmosphere of mystery, suspense, or foreboding.

2. Explain why young Fortinbras is preparing for war.

3. How much time passes in this scene?  Why do you think Shakepeare created this time frame for the opening scene?

Act I, Scene II Synopsis

At Elsinore Castle, King Claudius is thanking his subjects for their support and declaring that the official grieving period for the late King Hamlet is over.

Young Hamlet is introduced-he is very upset over his father’s death (not to mention his mother’s quick (and incestuous) marriage to his uncle.)

Horatio, Marcellus and Bernardo tell Hamlet of his father’s ghost. Hamlet thinks this is a foreboding sign…

Act I, Scene II

1.  In his first soliloquy, Hamlet uses the image of an unweeded garden as a metaphor.  (What are the weeds?  Who is responsible for tending the garden?)  If Hamlet were the chief gardener, how do you think he would go about restoring the garden?  

2. What general conclusion does Hamlet reach to explain the visits of his father’s ghost?

3. List, in reference to the play, the traits in Hamlet’s character revealed so far.

4. What is a soliloquy?  Why were soliloquies used in drama?

Act I, Scene III Synopsis

This scene familiarizes the reader with Polonius’ family.  

Laertes is about to leave for France and is saying goodbye to his sister, Ophelia.  He warns her about her romance with Hamlet.

Polonius also warns Ophelia that Hamlet’s intentions might not be honorable and he tells her to avoid him.

Act I, Scene III

1.  You are Polonius and need to reach your daughter right away by cell phone.  Text her your advice about Hamlet.

2.  What advice does Laertes give to Ophelia about Hamlet?  How does she respond?  What does this suggest to you about their relationship?  What does this suggest about family relations during the Elizabethan era?

3.  Review Polonius’ advice to Laertes on how to be a true “gentleman.”  Make a list of Polonius’ values concerning: love, money, clothing, friendship and entertainment.

4. Why do you think Shakespeare include this scene, instead of continuing on with the main story?

Act I, Scene IV Synopsis

Twenty four hours have passed since the Ghost appeared in Scene I.

Hamlet, Horatio and Marcellus are waiting for the Ghost to reappear.

When the Ghost appears, Hamlet questions it.  The ghost beckons for him to follow…

Questions

1. What is Hamlet’s opinion of his uncle’s drinking customs?  

2. Look at lines 23 to 38 and explain why Hamlet’s thoughts turn on this matter.  Why is this speech so dramatically effective just before the entrance of the ghost?

Act I, Scene V Synopsis

The Ghost tells Hamlet who murdered him…it was Claudius! 

Hamlet is horrified by all he learns and swears to avenge his father’s death.

He refuses to disclose any information to Marcellus and Horatio and, instead, swears them to secrecy about what they have seen.

Questions

1. Apostrophes are words addressed to an absent person as if he was present, or words addressed to a thing or idea as if it could appreciate them.

An antithesis is a literary technique in which opposite (or strongly contrasting statements) are balanced against each other for emphasis. 

***Find an example of an apostrophe and an antithesis in Hamlet’s soliloquy.

2. What task is given to Hamlet?  What restriction is put upon him?

3. Discuss Hamlet’s react after the ghost’s departure. What does he vow to do? What does he write on his tables? Does this seem a normal thing to do at this time? Explain.

Act I Overall Questions & Quotes

Group work

1. Nowadays a person in Hamlet’s situation might resort to the legal system to obtain justice.  However, even today there are people who “take the law into their own hands” to avenge a wrong.  Cite some examples of this and discuss your feelings about people who do “take the law into their own hands.”

2. “I know not ‘seems.’” In Scene II, (line 76), Hamlet claims that his grief is real, not just a show.  In groups, make a list of all the occasions in this act when there is a difference between the way a character seems to be and the way he or she really is.  Draw up a chart with the following headings:

The character

The situation

The appearance

The reality

The reason for hiding the truth

Fill in your ideas about the characters’ behavior and compare your chart with those of other groups.

Act I Quotes

For each of the following speeches

a) identify the speaker

b) give the context

c) show the dramatic importance

d) state the figure of speech (if applicable)

1. But in the gross and scope of my opinion,

This bodes some strange eruption to our state. 

2. Good Hamlet, cast thy knighted colour off,

And let thine eye look like a friend on Denmark.

3. Frailty, thy name is woman!

4. Something is rotten in the state of Denmark.

5. But, howsoever thou pursu’st this act,

Taint not thy mind, nor let thy soul contrive

Against thy mother aught; leave her to heaven,

Terminology  (Act I)

Exit/exuent

Soliloquy

Aside

Paradox

Misogyny

Archaism

Rhyming couplet

Act/Scene

Elizabethan superstitions

4 bodily fluids/humors

Oxymoron

Paradox

Pun

Stichomythia

Foreshadowing

Metaphor

Personification

Synecdoche

Hyperbole

Aphorism

Tautology

Maxim

Allusion

What are the following lines examples of?

1.  Have we, as ‘twere with a defeated joy  (I,ii,10)

2. With mirth in funeral and with dirge in marriage  (I, ii, 12)

3. In equal scale weighing delight and dole  (I, ii, 13)

4. Till then sit still, my soul.  Foul deeds will rise, / Though all the earth o’erwhelm them, to men’s eyes.  (I, ii, 255-256)

5. Give thy thoughts no tongue  (I, iii, 59)

6. The air bites shrewdly: it is very cold  (I, iv, 1)

7. The serpent that did sting thy father’s life/ Now wears his crown.  (I, v, 39-40)

8. O all you host of Heaven! O earth!  What else?  (I, v, 93)

9. That one may simile, and smile, and be a villain (I, v, 109)


