The Client
Chapter 7 and Chapter 8

1.  Based on direct and indirect characterization portrayed in the novel, write a character sketch on Foltrigg.

2. What evidence did McThune give that contradicted Mark’s alibi?  What other information was gathered by the Memphis police and FBI to piece together Romey’s suicide?

3. Look at the following quotes and state the context/significance AND name the figure of speech that was used.

a. “Wally Boxx hovered behind him like a well-trained terrier.” (pg. 92)

b. “I’m up to my ass in dead bodies here.” (pg. 96)

c. “Mark was already retreating and thinking about the mine field of canes and crutches…He walked through the carnage.”  (pg. 106)

d. “One poor man in a neck brace sat on the cluttered coffee table, his head wobbling around like a newborn’s.” (pg. 105)

e. “‘You, kid, you want something?’  Her voice boomed around the room, but no one noticed.” (pg. 105)

4.  Juxtapose the office atmospheres of Gill Teal’s to that of Reggie Love’s.   If you were in Mark’s shoes, which office would be more appealing and more reassuring to you?  Explain.

5. Why is it humorous that Mark bases his idea of a “good” lawyer on the size of the ad they have in the yellow pages and of the amount of ads they have on television?

6. In a fierce, competitive profession dominated by men, why do you think Grisham chose to have a woman represent his protagonist?

7. Explain the following quote from page 113:   “Reggie didn’t want the kid’s dollar, but she took it because ethics were ethics…”

8. What were the only details that Mark withheld from Reggie?  Why does Reggie not really want to know this last bit of information?

9. Until Reggie, who has Mark lied to in the last twenty four hours?  Why does he feel the need to “come clean” now?

Chapter 9

1.  What are the similarities between Willis Upchurch and Rev. Foltrigg?  Are these two lawyers more comparable to Reggie Love or Gill Teal?  Explain your reasoning.

2. Explain how the two FBI agents, McThune and Trumann, acted unethically while interrogating Mark at the hospital.

3. Mark uses some of his TV smarts while being interrogated by the FBI agents.  Find an example of this  from the chapter.

4. How did Reggie catch the FBI with one of their own tricks?  Could they be reprimanded for this blunder?  If so, how?  

Chapter 10

1.  Slick Moeller, veteran police reporter, is also known as The Mole.  How does this nickname befit the man?

2. Explain how Moeller is respected by police and thugs alike.

3. What is the history on Reggie Love?  Why, in your opinion, does Grisham choose this baggage-ridden character (alcoholic, drug abuser, suicidal, ex-mother) as a possible heroine for his protagonist?  Why doesn’t he use someone as suave as Foltrigg?
Chapter 11

1.  Mark desperately wants to unload his secrets and rid himself of the guilt of lying.  However, his knowledge of how the world operates is mostly limited to cop shows.  What message from a movie keeps Mark silent more than anything?

2. Demonstrate how Reggie Love is a competent lawyer who is looking out for Mark’s best interests.

