Social Studies 10

Mesopotamia Society and Culture

Read pages 52 – 58

Religion: Gods and Goddesses

1.  Why do civilizations create legends?

2.  Explain the term anthropomorphic.

3.  Explain the term polytheistic.
4.  The Sumerians believed in how many deities?

5.  Describe the four gods who were superior to all others and their city-states.

6.  Which Babylonian gods replaced the Sumerian gods?

7.  Who was the chief god of the Assyrians?

8.  Explain the term ziggurats.
Religion: Beliefs and Practices

1.  Describe how the Mesopotamian gods controlled all aspects of the human and natural world.
2.  Explain the term mythology.
3.  Explain the term oracles.
4.  What did priests sacrifice and what did they examine?

5.  Describe the religious festivals of Mesopotamia.

Religion: Death and the Afterlife

1.  Where did the Mesopotamians believe they would go after death?

2.  Describe the process of preparing a king for burial.

3.  Who was also buried with a king or queen?

Social Organization

1.  Who was at the top of the social pyramid?  How did they get their position?

2.  What powers did the Priests have?

3.  What ability did the Scribes have and why was it important?

4.  What contribution did the Merchants and Artisans make?

5.  What was the usual occupation of the Common People?

6.  Who was at the bottom of the social pyramid and what did they do?

7.  What were the two types of slave?

8.  Draw and label the social pyramid in your notebook.
