Critical Analysis of Information Sources on Websites
Analyzing the document:

1.  Author  

Is the author identified?  Do not trust websites without authors.

Is the author a person or a corporation?  (Check the URL as well!)

If the author is a person, do they have reputable credentials?

Is the author citing other resources?  If so, this may be a lead for other sites you can look into.

If the author is a corporation, could they have a personal agenda that could affect the information being presented?

2. Publication Date
Is the publication date listed (possibly as a “last updated” statement?)

Is the information current, or out of date?  Statistics are outdated faster than general information such as definitions.

3. Intended Audience
Who is the document indented for?  Is it meant for much younger students, much more advanced academic researchers or is it right for you?

Does the jargon used in the document prevent you from understanding the content?

4. Purpose of website
Why was this website created?  Do they intend to increase awareness of the issue you’re researching, or is it simply a statement of opinions attempting to convince you to think a certain way?

Facts can be verified – search your facts on another website.  If you can’t back it up, it may not be true.

5. Nature of the topic

Is the website covering information in a general way, or in a detailed way?  Can you find all of your information on one site?  Most websites will not include all the information you need unless it was tailor designed for your assignment.  Check many sources.
6. Validity of the Information
Beware of spoof websites that may appear real and reputable.  If you analyze your websites carefully, you should have no problem identifying these sources.


Ex:  http://www.dhmo.org/

        http://www.theonion.com
Referencing and Quoting Information for High School Science

Plagiarism

All intellectual work (original thoughts, ideas, written documents, etc…) is automatically protected by copyright laws.  Trying to pass them off as your own or using them without properly citing its author is theft.  If caught, the penalties can range from a total overhaul and re-write of the given assignment, a mark of zero on said assignment or expulsion from an academic institution.  

Citing work within a document

Work cited is not work quoted.  When citing work, you are giving credit to the author for previously making the information available.  The work is still to be written in your own words, but the idea attributed to its author.

Work can be cited in several ways, depending on the institution and the topic of study.  The following is to be used for my classes, and is not to be assumed appropriate for all courses at BLMS.  If in doubt, always check with your teacher.

When citing work, always indicate your source at the end of the sentence, or series of sentences by placing the author’s name and page numbers where you find the information in brackets.  The full reference should be made available at the end of the document you’re writing.
Ex:  There are over 10 trillion cells in the human body (Ketch 28-29)

If there is no page number (such as a one page document, or an online site), give a paragraph number (ex: Ketch par. 5).

If there is no author, give a short form of the title of the document you are citing from (the full title should be made available in your references page at the end).

Quoting

Quotations should always be placed in quotation marks, but must still be cited.  The full author’s name or full title of the document should be presented with the 

quotation.

Ex:  Science writer Matt Ridley describes Archibald Garrod as “a pillar of the medical establishment” (Ridley 38).
Quotations of a sentence or less can be written within your paragraph, but anything longer should be separated from the original text and indented.
References page at the back


A full reference includes the following information:

Author’s name, date of publication, title of document, and page numbers or paragraphs where the information was found.

A hard copy document reference also required publishing company information.

Magazine article references need volume and issue information.

An online source reference also needs the date when the information was obtained.

Referencing a book:

Ridley, Matt.  1999.  Genome: The Autobiography of a Species in 23 chapters.  Harper Perennial.  Pages 33-79, 90-91.

Referencing an article from a magazine:
Weintraub, Pamela.  2009.  DNA Agrees With All Other Science:  Darwin Was Right.  Discover Magazine, March 2009.  Pages 34-37.
Referencing an online document:

(Author, if available, or site sponsor, such as Wikipedia). 2009.  Charles Darwin.  URL:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Darwin.  Information obtained on September 23, 2009.
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