April Raintree 

Ch. 5 – Ch. 11 Summaries and Questions

Chapter 5
In chapter 5, Maggie and Ricky start rumors about April.  April loses all of her friends and the guidance counselor even confronts her about these things. Cheryl continues to be very interested in her heritage and sends April letters containing history papers she has written.  
April was forced to wear very ugly clothing to school.  Mrs. DeRosier also wasn't sending the mail that April was sending and receiving from Cheryl.  Jennifer, a former friend of April helped her out in both of these areas.
Answer the following questions in sentences.
1. (79) Mrs. Wartzman gave April a speech. Do you think the things she said to April were true or not true. Why do you think Mrs. Wartzman would say such embarrassing things to April?
2. What decision does April make at the end of the chapter? Do you think April will be able to do something about her situation?
Chapter Six
In chapter 6 April finally finds a way to get rid of the DeRosiers.  She writes a Christmas story for a contest and incorporates parts of her life at the DeRosiers.  As a result her teachers believe her and at spring break, she is transferred to St. Bernadette's Academy to finish school. 
Comprehension Questions:
1. April wanted to get even with Mrs. DeRosier. What does “get even” mean?
2. How did Cheryl feel about the information she read in history books?
3. How did April feel when she found out she missed a visit with her sister?
4. What do you think will happen to April now that she has left the DeRosiers?
Chapter Seven
Cheryl is at this point living with a foster family called the Steindalls. April went there over holidays while she was attending St. Bernadette's Academy.  
While April was attending St. Bernadette's Academy, she told one really big lie.  She was still looking down on her heritage and she told all her friends there that her parents had died in a plane crash and that they were no longer living.
One summer, April opted to go get a job in Winnipeg instead of spending time with Cheryl.  She got introduced to the night life and some other elements of that type of living.  Cheryl was slightly offended and disappointed that April didn't come to see her.
At the end of this Chapter, April finally becomes free and she moves into her own apartment in Winnipeg. 
Discussion questions:
a)Write a paragraph describing the native girl syndrome.. What is your opinion of this stereotyping of native girls?
b) Write a paragraph stating your opinion of Metis children being raised in foster homes? If you do not have any personal experience, use the information from the first seven chapters of April Raintree.
c) Write a paragraph describing April’s early years as a foster child. Describe why she was happy to be FREE!
Chapter Eight
In Chapter 8, both April and Cheryl are free from being foster children.  April tried to look for her parents in the slums but she got grossed out and decided it was better not to search for them.  
April has become a secretary and now works for Mr. Lord.  Cheryl has decided to become a social worker so she attends the University of Winnipeg.  
Several men make appearances in this Chapter. 
Garth Tyndall was Cheryl's white boyfriend from university.  He seemed to like Cheryl but was embarrassed to be seem with her so Cheryl eventually dumped him.
Jerry McAllister was a university professor and became April's boyfriend.  He tried to coax April into becoming physical with him.  One day April phoned his house and discover that he was actually a married man.
Roger Maddison was a lawyer at the firm where April worked.  He and April had a bit of a rivalry going and they never said anything nice to each other.  
Bob Radcliffe was April's first husband.  He came to Winnipeg on business and he met April at the law firm where she worked.  He was a gentleman and also very wealthy.  He swept April off her feet and at the end of the chapter they got married.
Comprehension Questions:
1. How do you think Cheryl felt when April stopped going to the Friendship Centre with her?
2. Cheryl said . “one day you will be proud of being Metis. You may be old and grey when the day does come, but it will come, I guarantee it.” Do you think her prediction will come true? Why or why not?
3. Do you think April’s marriage to Bob will last? Why or why not?
4. What other words would you use to describe Cheryl? Find them in the thesaurus.
Chapter Nine
In Chapter 9, April moves to Toronto with her new husband, Bob Radcliffe.  She is shocked when she sees their new home and realizes just how wealthy Bob really is.  Bob's mother, Mother Radcliffe, lives with them and is a very domineering woman. 
Cheryl comes to visit April in her new home.  She and April don't get along so wee and it becomes apparent how far they have drifted apart.  April has attained her goal of becoming wealthy and is accepted into white society.  Cheryl thinks April is a fake and realizes just how much April looks down on the native heritage that she looks up to.  
Cheryl wants to search for their parents so April gives her the addresses she has, but doesn't mention to Cheryl that she knows her parents were drunkards.
Comprehension Questions:
1.April decides to invite her sister to visit. We know that April is ashamed of being native, it is strange that April would want to do this. What was April’s motive for inviting her sister to visit?
2.Why do you suppose Mother Radcliffe put off Cheryl’s debut into society?
3. Prejudiced. Look up the word and write the meaning.
4. Cheryl accuses her sister of being prejudiced. What does April say to defend herself?
5. Do you think April is prejudiced? Why or why not?
6. Debut. What is the definition?
7. Why do you suppose Mother Radcliffe put off Cheryl’s debut into society?
8. Patronizing. What is the meaning?
What were some of the patronizing remarks the women at the party made?
9. April and Cheryl have a terrible fight. What information did April disclose?
Chapter Ten
In Chapter 10, Cheryl has left Toronto and April is all alone.  She is envious of Cheryl because Cheryl has a point to living.  April begins to see all of her rich, high society friends as a bunch of hypocrites.  
April also discovers that her husband, Bob, is having an affair with Heather Langdon.  She is upset and asks him for a divorce and moves into an apartment in Toronto. Letters from Cheryl begin to come less and less frequently.  
At the end of the chapter, April gets a phone call from the Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg saying that Cheryl is in the hospital.  April flies back to Winnipeg to be with Cheryl.
Comprehension Questions: 
1. Which characters are in conflict in this chapter?
2. Use some of the vocabulary words to describe April’s change in attitude toward her lifestyle.
3. What events make up the plot? What event made April fighting mad?
4. What do you think has happened to Cheryl?
5. Pretend to be April and write a journal about feeling all alone, frustrated, and angry. Explain why you feel this way. 
Chapter Eleven
Cheryl is in the hospital.  She has been under the influence of alcohol and was suffering from hypothermia.  April discovers that Cheryl has quit university and has been living with a man named Mark DeSoto for the last two years.  Cheryl asks April to go pick up from things from Mark's place because she doesn't want to live there anymore. 
April goes to Mark's place on Elgin Avenue.  When she tries to go in the house however, some men grab her.  They take her out to a remote area and rape her.  
Discussion Questions: 
In a well written paragraph discuss:
· April’s reason for going back to Winnipeg, 
· the conversation she had with her sister at the hospital, and 
· the event that occurred when April went to pick up Cheryl’s belongings.
In another paragraph discuss:
· How do you think April will deal with being raped?
· Why do you think the rapists referred to April as a squaw?
· How will it affect her life?
· How will Cheryl react to this news?
