The Memory Keeper’s Daughter

1989 Questions
July 1, 1989

1. When Norah starts to clean out the darkroom space over the garage, it states that it had not been disturbed in seven years.  Why wouldn’t Norah have cleaned it out before this?

2. She believed that she go through David’s photographs in one afternoon.  “A single day, she’d thought, no more. She hadn’t counted on memory, the slow lure of the past.” (pg. 361)  What does the author mean by this?  Has this ever happened to you?  Discuss.
3. What is significant about David’s photos marked “Survey”?  What were the subjects of the photographs?  How/why was David connected to these people?

4. Caroline Gill is the one who divulges David’s secret and tells Norah about Phoebe’s existence.  Were you satisfied with this result?  If you were penning the novel, how would you have created this scene? 

5. “For years I believed in my own innocence…I believed I’d done the right thing…It was easy to see myself as the hero.  But I think I always knew, underneath, that my motives weren’t entirely pure.” (pg. 369)  Discuss Caroline Gill’s quote.
6. “Norah thought of David in all those photos, and in all the moments of their lives together, carrying this secret with him.  She hadn’t known, she hadn’t guessed.  But now that she’d been told, it made a terrible kind of sense.” (pg. 370)  What mysteries about David make sense now that Norah knows the truth about Phoebe?
7. What is symbolic of the closing lines of the last of the chapter (pg. 374):

  

Ashes to ashes.

Dust, at last, to dust.

July 2-4, 1989

1. Looking at Paul and Michelle’s relationship in this chapter, what ideals/mannerisms has Paul inherited from his father?

2. “How could he keep this a secret?” (pg. 381)  Did David take “the easy way out” by starting the lie?  Explain your answer. 

3. Are you disappointed that David took this secret with him to the grave?  Why or why not?
4. Paul goes through many differing emotions:  anger, surprise, sadness and worry.  Describe his justifications for each of these feelings.  Can you sympathize with him?  Why or why not?

5. Phoebe shares many similarities to her biological family.  List three.
6. Why is Phoebe wary of Norah?  (Put yourself in her position.)
7. Do you think it was fair of Caroline to introduce a new family to Phoebe at this point in her life?  What are the advantages and disadvantages for everyone involved?
8. Compare the way that Phoebe “adopts” new relationships, as opposed to her biological family members.
9. Will the 25 missing years ever be replaced between Norah and Phoebe, or is it too late?  Justify your answer.

September 1, 1989

1. “[Norah] touched Phoebe’s hair, smoothed it back, as if she were still a little girl.  Phoebe pulled away, and Paul’s heart caught; for this story, there were no simple endings.” (pg. 395) Discuss the significance of this quote.

2. Paul is going to take a job in Pittsburgh, Phoebe’s hometown.  Norah responds by saying, “You can’t fix it…you can’t fix the past…” (pg. 396)  What is she alluding to?
3. What lessons does Phoebe teach Paul in this chapter?  Why is this ironic?

4. Paul’s anger gives way to sadness, and suddenly he could see his father in a different light.  How does Paul interpret David’s decisions/actions?
5. David’s tombstone reads:  David Henry McCallister.  What is significant about this?  What insight can we gain from his name?

6. At David’s graveside, Phoebe began to sing in a pure and sweet voice. Paul picked up the harmony.  “Phoebe did not seem to notice.  She sang on, accepting his voice as she might the wind.  Their singing merged, and the music was inside him, a humming in his flesh, and it was outside, to, her voice a twin to his own.  When the song ended, they stayed as they were in the clear pale light of the afternoon…Everything slowed, until the whole world was caught in this single hovering moment.”  This quote is a metaphor.  Discuss.
7. Write a report on your thoughts/opinion of the novel.  (1/2 page)

