The Memory Keeper’s Daughter 

1988 Questions

1. With reference to the text, demonstrate how David tries to make up for the past, and his “failed” relationship with Paul, through Jack.

2. What fear kept David silent all these years?  Do you think if he had “come clean” things would have turned out differently?  Do you think that his fear coming true would have been less of a burden than the guilt he faced for years?  Discuss your answer.

3. How are David and Rosemary connected?

4. In your opinion, why did David give up photography?

5. On page 322, David writes a note to Norah telling her about Phoebe, but then he rips it up.  “He couldn’t do this; he could hardly imagine anymore what his life would be without the weight of his hidden knowledge.  He’d come to think of it as a kind of penance.”  Discuss this quote.

6. What is ironic about Bree’s marriage?

7. What are the similarities and differences between Frederic and David?

8. Norah has changed and is more settled in life.  Find two examples of evidence.
9. Robert wants people to notice and talk to him on the bus, but “other people would not meet his eye.”  Explain.  What does this say about society?  Would this reaction still be the norm today?  Explain.

10. Juxtapose Caroline Gill’s ability to show/accept love, as compared to Phoebe’s.

11. “From the minute I met you, Caroline, you’ve been demanding that the world not slam any doors on Phoebe.  Do not underestimate her-” (p.347)  How has Caroline fought for Phoebe?  Why is Al giving her this pep-talk now?
12. Show how Phoebe can be self-sufficient.

