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September 16, 2015

Message to Parents/Gardians from Public Health

Subject: Pertussis (whooping cough) vaccination  

There currently is a pertussis outbreak in the Westmorland, Kent and Albert counties.
Pertussis is a lung disease that is caused by a bacteria. It is spread by coughing and sneezing.
In adults, pertussis may develop simply as a dry, persistent cough.  Children, however, may have violent coughing fits leading to episodes of choking for several months.  Death due to pertussis is higher in babies under six months of age.
The best way to protect your child, babies, and individuals at risk from this disease is vaccination. 
We encourage all students from Grade 9 to Grade 12 who have not received this vaccine in Grade 7 or over the past 5 years to contact their usual vaccinator, their family physician, or Public Health to schedule an appointment.
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