
 

The Charter and Me 
Law 120 – Assignment 

In this assignment, you'll examine the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms more closely. Yes, it’s wordy. 

But, believe it or not, this document is one of the most important safeguards in your life. Refer to the rights and 

freedoms contained in the Charter as you answer the following questions. 

1. You’re driving on the highway somewhere in New Brunswick. You come up to a police checkpoint on the 

road. Once you get to the checkpoint, a police officer takes a look at your car’s license plate to see that your 

registration is up-to-date. The officer checks on your car’s inspection sticker to see that it is current. The tint 

on your windows is within provincial guidelines. The officer doesn’t suspect that you’re driving under the 

influence of alcohol or cannabis. She takes a quick look at your backseat and doesn’t see anything out of the 

ordinary. You are told that you may proceed with your trip. 

Why did the officer not decide that, since you are a suspicious-looking young person, she will detain you to 

check your smartphone for incriminating evidence, and search your trunk for illegal substances? Provide 

details from the Charter to support your answer. (3 points) 

2. In your own words, explain the meaning of each of the following Charter rights (6 points). 

o (11b) [The right] to be tried within a reasonable time. *Generally, what is a reasonable time, as accepted 

by the judicial system? Your answer should reflect a reasonable time for provincial court trials, superior 

court trials, and for youth criminal trials. This webpage may be helpful. 

o (11d) [The right] to be presumed innocent until proven guilty according to law in a fair and public hearing 

by an independent and impartial tribunal. 

o (11e) [The right] not to be denied reasonable bail without just cause. *What would constitute "just cause" 

for denying an accused bail? 

o (11h) If finally acquitted of the offence, [the right] not to be tried for it again and, if finally found guilty and 

punished for the offence, not to be tried or punished for it again. 

o (13) A witness who testifies in any proceedings has the right not to have any incriminating evidence so 

given used to incriminate that witness in any other proceedings, except in a prosecution for perjury or for 

the giving of contradictory evidence. 

3. If any of the rights listed above are violated, what can happen to the evidence obtained when it comes to trial? 

(1 point) 

4. Review the rights and freedoms guaranteed in the Charter and select the five (5) you feel are most important 

to you at your stage of life. Briefly explain how each right protects you and is important to your life as a young 

person in Canada. (5 points) 

http://royallaw.ca/2016/08/11b-right-tried-reasonable-time/

