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Elements of a Shakespearean Tragedy
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A tragic hero is a character that is usually born into nobility. He has a personality defect, a tragic flaw, which causes him to make errors in judgment. These errors lead to his downfall or destruction. Because he has an important position in society, his death has a major impact on his society.

· A conflict is a clashing of opposing forces. External conflicts include man vs. man, nature, fate, or society. An internal conflict, man vs. himself.
· Revenge is added for suspense.

· Supernatural incidents are occurrences that go beyond nature.

· A chance happening is an incident that occurs by chance; however, it has a major impact on the action of the play.

· Comic relief is used to lighten the mood of a tragedy.

Act by Act Analysis
· In a Shakespearean tragedy, we will be dealing with a man of high estate: a king, a prince, a general. 

· Normally, we will hear about him from others before he makes an entrance in the play. Often, this is where we are given the first impression of the greatness of the tragic hero through the eyes of others. 
· Within the first two acts or so, we will become aware of a driving force within the hero that is almost, if not entirely, obsessive in nature. We will also witness the nature of the inner torment he goes through as he follows his obsession. As the inner and outer conflicts the hero faces increase time becomes more important.
· A sense of urgency develops with the plot and the conflict that not only creates tension, but also creates the effect of a kind of steam-rolling inevitability regarding the hero's fall that he has put into motion himself. The pace and urgency generally picks up significantly in the third act. Contributing to, and furthering the obsession and the control of the tragic flaw are misreadings, supernatural suggestion, and accident or chance. Things happen a split second too late: the hero operates on what he believes to be the case rather than what he actually knows to be the case. 
· As the flaw and the misreadings continue, new conflicts and complications arise which bring about the death or gradual alienation of all forms of support for the hero, so that by the end, he must face the opposing forces and the responsibility for his actions alone. What we see during this process of alienation and isolation is suffering, sleeplessness, rage, confusion, hallucination, and violence as the internal conflicts intensify to an almost unbearable pitch. 
· At some point in the play, the opposing forces will begin to mobilize against the hero to bring the tragedy to its conclusion. Often the hero is confronted by an enemy in the fifth act who has good reason to seek his death.  Knowing that he alone is to blame, and accepting this is absolutely necessary in Shakespearean tragedy, and is called Tragic Recognition. Tragic recognition inevitably takes place when there is no chance/time to correct the error: it is too late.   Tragic Recognitions is sometimes referred to as an Epiphany.
Shakespeare Text

· Hubris - is a term used in modern English to indicate overweening pride, self-confidence, superciliousness, or arrogance, often resulting in fatal retribution.
· Conceit – whimsical, fanatical, extravagant ideas or images. Example: (comparing a prison cell to the world)

· Puns – humorous play on word meaning different things. 
· Asides – saying something to the audience that the other characters can’t hear.
· Anachronism – assigning an event, object or person to a time when that event, object or person didn’t exist. (Adolf Hitler wait for his cell phone to ring)

· Allusion – a figure of speech making casual reference to a famous historical or literary event.  (The teams Achilles Heel was their goaltending.)

· Alarum- stage direction indicating the coming of battle; call to arms.

· Pathetic Fallacy - in literature making nature show the feelings or situation of man.  In other words nature reflects the feelings and or thoughts of man.
· Soliloquy – a character talking to himself reveling his/her internal conflicts and feelings to the audience.
· Sub-Textual Dialogue - is thoughts not expressed directly in the text such as emotions and tension. It is the unspoken content under the spoken dialogue. (Antony’s Speech about Brutus)

· Metaphors- comparing two separate things without using like or as.
· Prose- type of speech that sounds more like everyday talk.  Often used for minor/working class characters in Shakespearean play, to emphasize social rank and power.
· Verse- type of speech that sounds more refined/poetic (iambic pentameter).  Often used for characters that are powerful, royal or refined.
· Act – one of the main divisions of the play, which is then subdivide into scenes.

· Prologue – an introduction to a play which is delivered by the chorus.

· Epilogue – short address spoken by an actor at the end of a play that comments on the meaning of the events in the play or looks ahead to expected events.

· Chorus – a single person who recites the prologue.

· Dramatis Personae – a list of characters or actors in a play.

· Within- Stage direction indicating that a person speaking or being spoken to is behind a door or inside a room.

· Flourish- music usually introducing the entrance or exit of a king or another important person.  

· Exeunt – when two or more actors leave the stage.

· Enter/Exit – when an actor enters or exits the stage…duh!!

The Tragic Hero
Characteristics

A tragic hero must have four characteristics:

1. Nobleness or wisdom (by virtue of birth).

2. Hamarita (translated as tragic flaw, somewhat related to hubris, but denoting excess in behavior or mistakes).

3. A reversal of fortune brought about because of the hero’s tragic flaw.

4. The discovery or recognition that the reversal was brought about by the hero’s own actions.

Other Common Traits

· Hero must suffer more than he deserves.

· Hero must be doomed from the start, but bear no responsibility for possessing his flaw.

· Hero must be noble in nature, but imperfect so that the audience can see themselves in him.

· Hero must have discovered his fate by his own actions, happening to him.

· Hero must see and understand his doom, as well as the fact that his fate was discovered by his own actions.

· Hero’s story should arouse fear and empathy.

· Hero must be physically or spiritually wounded by his experiences, often resulting in his demise.

· Ideally, the hero should be a king or leader of men, so that his people experience his fall with him.

· The hero must be intelligent so he may learn from his mistakes.
Julius Caesar Character List

Julius Caesar: the titular (ruler/head) character. When the play starts, he is the only man capable of giving orders and ensuring they are carried out. He is the new leader of the Roman Empire after defeating Pompey.  However, Caesar fails to understand the many signs indicating a plot against him. Caesar fails to halt the conspiracy against him, led by Cassius and Brutus. An important ghost haunts the remainder of the play, and his name is invoked by both Cassius and Brutus which haunts them until the final act. 

Calpurnia: the wife of Caesar. She has a dream in which she sees a statue of Caesar bleeding from multiple locations, and begs him to stay at home and avoid his fellow senators. Caesar ignores her and goes to the Senate House anyway. 

Marcus Brutus: a noble Roman opposed to Caesar. He is an idealist who upholds honor above everything else. Brutus only agrees to conspire against Caesar after becoming convinced that it is necessary for the Roman Republic. 

Portia: the wife of Brutus. She proves her courage and strength by stabbing her thigh with a dagger in order to force Brutus to tell her about the plot against Caesar. She takes drastic actions once she finds out that Mark Antony and Octavius have gained control and power in Rome. 

Lucius: a servant to Brutus. 

Caius Cassius: a man opposed to Caesar. He assembles the conspirators and is the man who convinces Brutus to conspire against Caesar. He meets his fate at the battle of Philippi after falsely thinking his army has been defeated. 

Casca: a man opposed to Caesar. 

Trebonius: a man opposed to Caesar. 

Decius Brutus: a man opposed to Caesar. He misinterprets Calpurnia's dream in order to convince Caesar to go to the Senate House on the ides of March. 

Metellus Cimber: a man opposed to Caesar. 

Cinna: a man opposed to Caesar. 

Caius Ligarius: a man opposed to Caesar. 

Mark Antony:  ruler of Rome after Julius Caesar.  Antony is Caesar's friend from the beginning and he gives a rousing speech to the masses which causes riots in Rome. Brutus and Cassius are chased out of the city in the ensuing chaos, and Antony forms the second triumvirate with Octavius and Lepidus. 

Octavius Caesar: a ruler of Rome after Mark Antony. Octavius is a young general who joins the second triumvirate. He and Antony fight against Brutus and Cassius; he historically becomes the future emperor of Rome. 

Lepidus: a ruler of Rome after the conspiracy. 

Flavius: a tribune of the people. He is removed from office after disrobing the statues of Caesar. 

Murellus: a tribune of the people. He is removed from office after disrobing the statues of Caesar. 

Cicero: a senator. He tells Casca that men construe omens the way they want to. He is later attacked by Antony and Octavius when they purge the Senate. 

Publius: a senator. 

Popillius Laena: a senator. 

A Soothsayer: a man who tells Caesar to beware the ides of March (March 15) but who is ignored. 

Artemidorus: a man who tries to give Caesar a letter in which he describes the plot against him. Caesar ignores his letter. 

Cinna the Poet: a poet who is in the wrong place at the wrong time, because he has the same name as one of the conspirators. 

Pindarus: the bondsman to Cassius. 

Titinius: an officer in Cassius' army. 

Lucillius: an officer and soldier in Brutus' army. 

Messala: an officer and soldier in Brutus' army. 

Varrus: an officer and soldier in Brutus' army. 

Claudio: an officer and soldier in Brutus' army. 

Young Cato: an officer and soldier in Brutus' army. 

Strato: an officer and soldier in Brutus' army. 

Volumnius: an officer and soldier in Brutus' army. 

Dardanius: an officer and soldier in Brutus' army. 

Clitus: an officer and soldier in Brutus' army. 

A Poet: a man who bursts into Brutus' tent and tries to warn the army that Brutus and Cassius are angry with each other. Brutus orders him to be taken away. 

The Ghost: a ghost of a significant character who speaks to Brutus at Sardis. 

A Cobbler: Shoemaker

A Carpenter: 

Plebeians: Commoners 

A Messenger: 

Servants, senators, soldiers, and attendants: 

Tragic Hero Below *******

A tragic hero is a protagonist with a tragic flaw, also known as fatal flaw, which eventually leads to his demise. The concept of the tragic hero was created in ancient Greek tragedy and defined by Aristotle. Usually, the realization of fatal flaw results in catharsis or epiphany. The tragic flaw is sometimes referred to as an Achilles' heel after the single fatal flaw of the Greek warrior Achilles.

[image: image2.wmf]