January 6 class notes from slideshow

Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany

Fascist Italy

Mussolini’s Empire

Italy after WWI

· 600,000 killed in war

· Massive war debts

· Economic depression

· Unemployment

· Social unrest

· Political instability

King Victor Emmanuel III

· King of Italy

· Names Mussolini as Prime Minister

Benito Mussolini

· First World War veteran

· Fascist Leader

· Gains control of Italy in the 1920’s

· Il Duce

· Many Italians felt that he brought order to their country

Fascism

· Originates in Italy

· Authoritarian form of government

· Nationalistic

· Militaristic

Black Shirts

· Young followers of Mussolini

· Beat up political opponents

· Used intimidation to gain power

· Broke up political rallies and labor strikes

Nazi Germany

Hitler’s Rise to Power

Weimar Republic

· WWI ends in 1918

· Treaty of Versailles 1919

· Germany was required to form a democratic government

· It will last for 14 years

· Great political instability

Emerging Political Force

· National Socialist Worker’s Party

· Nazi Party

· Forms after the war

· Joined by WWI veteran named Adolf Hitler

· He becomes its leader

Nazism

· Nationalistic

· Militaristic

· Racist

· Largely based on anger at the Versailles conference

Brown Shirts

· SA (Sturmabteilungen)

· Young followers of the Nazi Party

· Served as a private army

· Helped to rule by intimidation

Beer Hall Putsch

· November 9, 1923

· Hitler, Nazis and Brown Shirts 

· Attempt to overthrow the government

· Hitler goes to prison for ten months

Prison

· Hitler spends ten months in prison

· Writes Mein Kampf (my struggle)

· Mein Kampf outlines Hitler’s political viewpoints

· “Master Race” Theory

· Anger at Versailles

1920’s

· Weimar Republic recovered in mid twenties

· Hitler resumes Nazi leadership after leaving prison

· Economic order restored by 1924

· French end their occupation of the Ruhr

· American Loans

· Treaty of Locarno in 1925 guarantees borders of Belgium, France and Germany

Hitler’s Rise to Power

· Nazis win 12 seats in 1928 election

· Great Depression comes in late 1920’s

· Nazis gain influence and blame depression on Jews

· In 1932 election, Nazis gain 207 seats

German Government

· No majority

· Nazis have most seats

· German president asks Hitler to become Chancellor

· Hitler plans new election

· Reichstag burns

· Hitler blames communists

Hitler in Power

· After new election, Hitler gains enough support to begin his take-over

· He has legislators vote him emergency powers to deal with “communist threat”

· He becomes dictator of Germany

Third Reich

· Hitler called his empire the “Third Reich”

· He took the title “Der Fuhrer”

· Nuremberg Laws

· Gestapo

· Concentration camps

